TEXAS GHOST TOWNS, SECTION 1 (PANHANDLE):

(from http://www.ghosttowns.com/states/tx/tx.html)
NAME: Acme

COUNTY: Hardeman

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Childress.

REMAINS: Unknown. 

 Not gold, not silver, not lead but gypsum was the reason for Acme's existence. It was a Kansan who discovered the deposits at Acme after having exhausted his source of the mineral at Gypsum City, Kansas. His name was James Sickler. Following his discovery in 1890, Sickler established his milling operation at the site that became known as Acme. He and some partners formed the Lone Star Cement Plaster Company. The residential part of town grew largely as a result of employees of the gypsum plants although it had a hotel, railway depot, general store and a school. Houses in which employees of the gypsum plants lived were constructed and owned by the company and occupants of the company owned houses paid rent. Today, the old Acme gypsum plant is owned and operated by Georgia Pacific Corporation. The town of Acme has virtually disappeared, never having been incorporated as a municipality. There are ruins of the once busy little town in the form of several commercial buildings, residential units, the cement foundation of the former company store among others. Acme is located immediately east of the Georgia Pacific Plant on spur 285 in Hardeman County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Gypsum Plant, 1908

Courtesy Georgia Pacific Corporation 

1 photo

---------------------

NAME: Adobe Walls

COUNTY: Hutchinson

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A registered Texas Archeological Landmark .

REMAINS: Very little. 

 Adobe Walls already had its name from an earlier and unsuccessful effort to establish a trading post among the Comanche and Kiowa Indians. Thirty years later, in the winter of 1873-1874, hunting crews from western Kansas moved southward into an area that had been the exclusive hunting grounds of the Comanche, Kiowa, Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians. Merchants in Dodge City, Kansas moved with the hunting crews into the new buffalo range and erected stores to serve the needs of the hunters. All this happened in early1874. By June of that year, several hundred hide men were in the Texas Panhandle killing bison by the thousands. During the early morning hours of June 27, 1874, about two hundred Indian warriors attacked the settlement at Adobe Walls. The attack continued until the middle of the afternoon when the Indians retreated into the nearby hills. That was the beginning of the end of Adobe Walls. Today, the site is a registered Texas Archeological Landmark in Hutchinson County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-------------

NAME: Aquilla 

COUNTY: Hill 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Texas 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Early summer late spring  COMMENTS: 40 miles from waco northwest, dissapearing fast. 

REMAINS: Old mill and a library, mainstreet has vanished altogether  

 A Town that sprang up from a railroad being built. Submitted by: Rich Brown   

--------------------

NAME: Arden 

COUNTY: Irion County 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Hot Summers/Cold Winters 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring and Fall  COMMENTS: In northeast Irion County, north of Mertzon on Farm to Market Road 853. There is a Texas History Marker at the site of the community. 

REMAINS: Some of the old building at site.  

 Arden, on Rocky Creek was named for John and Katie Arden, who settled a claim at the site by 1885. The community acquired a post office in 1890 with W.P. Moore as postmaster. A local public school was established in 1892. Two short-lived schools had operated before this in Arden district, one on Rocky Creek and the other at Sawyer. In 1915 Arden had a post office, a school, a church, and a population of fourteen. In 1947, When the community had one business and thirty residents, the Arden School was consolidated with the Mertzon. All of the businesses had been abandoned as of 1966, execept for a polling place used to preserve precinct lines. The passing of the school, low cotton prices, drought, and better opportunities in nearby larger towns were the primary causes for the decline of Arden. Since 1952 an Arden reunion has been held each Labor Day on Rocky Creek.This was taken from the New Handbook of Texas Vol. 1 page 235 Submitted by: Texas Wandergoing, Inc.  

---------

NAME: Audobon 

COUNTY: Wise 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot in Summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any  COMMENTS: Few homes in the area. 

REMAINS: An old grainery.  

 Once a very large town. I believe there were at one time about 20,000 that lived there. Now there are a few homes there. Submitted by: Jennifer Dearing  

---------------

NAME: Belcherville

COUNTY: Montague

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: On SR 82. An interesting reason for existence.

REMAINS: A few hangers-on. 

 When one thinks of ghost towns, one usually envisions a mining camp associated with the production of some sort of ore or a mill for the refining of ore or some other mining activity. Such is not the case with Belcherville. Land promotion was the agent that brought the town into existence. Two Belchers, John and Alex, were the promoters. Their scheme was to sub-divide a parcel of land one mile square into acreage and sell it to farmers at an average price of $10 per acre. This was in 1886. As part of the plan, the townsite was to be the residential area of the planned development and lots sold from $25 to $150. At one time, the population reached about 2000 residents. A post office was established in 1887 and lasted until 1954 when the town was nearly deserted. In 1893, fires destroyed most of the town and Belcherville never recovered. Most of the buildings destroyed by fire were never rebuilt. According to official census records, the town had only 51 residents in 1950, the last year the town was counted as a municipality. Belcherville is on highway 82 between Ringold and Nocona. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

----------------

NAME: Belknap

COUNTY: Young

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: On SR 251

REMAINS: The cemetery. 

 The military post of Fort Belknap was established in1851 and was first commanded by General William E. Belknap. The town grew up about half a mile east of the fort. In 1858, Belknap had about 150 residents, a few stores, a saloon and a post office. The fort was one of a series built in the early 1850s along a line from the Rio Grande to the Red River to protect the frontier from hostile Indians. Fort Belknap opened in 1867 for five months and due to poor water closed in 1867 and the troops were moved west to Fort Griffin. The closing of the fort was the beginning of the end for the town. In 1880, only about forty-four residents still resided in Belknap. Its interesting cemetery and a few rural residences now mark the townsite. The fort was rebuilt many years ago and contains a museum of its life as well as that of the town. Belknap and Fort Belknap are found on Texas highway 251 in Young County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry  

3 photos

------------------

NAME: Best 

COUNTY: Reagen 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Mild,very little snow 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Very hot in summer COMMENTS: About eight miles west of big lake,tx, near sight of first oilwell in the permian basin (1926). It is on hyway 67 south. 

REMAINS: One closed up serice station 

 In 1926 when oil was discovered nearby, the city of best was established. Grocery stores,cafes,a bakery,owned and run by jake davis,who later moved his bakery to mccamey, texas, as the population followed the search for oil. At one time it is said that 4000 people lived in tents and shacks at best.By the forties most was gone from best. Texon was three miles west of best,it seems they received more benefit from oil than best,as they remained an active town until the fifties.There was a post office from 1926 to about 1990. Submitted by: James gunnels 

------------

NAME: Birdville 

COUNTY: Tarrant 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Typical texas 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Year round COMMENTS: The historic name of Birdville is carried on in the names of two churches, a cemetery, two roads, an independent school district, and in the memories of its residents. 

REMAINS: Two churches, a cemetery, two roads 

 (goto) http://www.Netarrant.Com/homes/bville/history.Htm Submitted by: Scott Beam 

---------------

NAME: Bomarton 

COUNTY: Baylor 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Harsh climate: gets very hot in summer and snows in winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring and fall, but always accessible COMMENTS: . It is located on hwy. 277 southwest of wichita falls, and southwest of seymour, texas. 

REMAINS: All i remember from last time i saw it 20 yrs. Ago, the old bank vault was still standing.Grain Elevator still in use. 

 Farming town. Submitted by: Tom mckenzie 

----------------

NAME: Brio Toxic Neighborhood 

COUNTY: 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Dry, warm. 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: At night, as long as it's not raining.  COMMENTS: There are no current residents and is located off of Beamer Rd. exiting the Sam Houston Beltway 8 (SW) accross from San Jac college. 

REMAINS: Paved/unpaved streest. Woods. Houses??  

 The story goes that in the mid 1980's, a group of contracters purchased a site for a new neighborhood. It was cheap because it used to be a toxic waste site. Them knowing this, bought it anyway and began production. After a while, the residents that were living there in the parts that were finished began getting sick probably through the pipes and the toxic waste contaminets. As a result, three children died and the whole neighborhood was shut down. The homes were torn down and the subdivision fenced with gates and barbed wire. So supposably, if you visit today, if you can make it down the long errie strecth of the main road (lined with old house slabs and grass and bushes as far as you can see around you) you come upon woods where the street becomes demolished, you are supposed to be able to walk through the woods where you should come upon houses that are abbandoned and not torn down and you may "explore" them. These grounds after the woods are to be said haunted with the dead children. I would encourage any further investigation by anyone - my crew has only made it to the woods. :) Submitted by: RJ 

I've been to Brio toxic neighborhood in Houston Texas (near Pearland) IT was Brio and DIxie oil that was located so closely to the neighboorhood. these 2 companies were jointly responsible for the problems. there were 3 children that died, and one was a little girl born with no reproductive organs. in the 50's there were as many as 21 unlined pits that the companies used to store chemicals. there was a sort of jet fuel that was stored in many of the pits. The problem was that they have to estimate the exact number of pits that were used.With the runoff intoClear Creek the land mass shifted over the years. With clear creek so near by it leaked into the water table. I went in oct 2000 with my girlfriend to explore, but we did not go into the woods. before our visit we researched the whole incident. Are there really standing houses, if so then we will soon explore? There were people living there as late as 1997, and then the houses were dozed. back off of the neighboorhood, there are some eerie telephone and light poles that stand alone in a mass of brush. These do not go with the "flow of the neighborhood, and thats why I believe that there are indeed more houses that were not dozed.In the early 1980's the houses were being constructed, and some workers were reported to be ill. Tee bad part of the whole ordeal is the fact that if they try to clean the site, they will stir up the toxic soil and pollute the air.The whole situation is eerie in a messed up way. The part that was effected was just south of San Jacinto Colleg South.- Steven

-----------------------

NAME: Clara 

COUNTY: Wichita 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: hot 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: spring  COMMENTS: Clara is now populated by a possible 20-50 residents, mostly farmers. The Trinity Lutheran church is still active under the direction of Pastor Holladay. While you're there, be sure to check out the other ghost towns around the area (Bridgetown, Thrift, and Fairview) as well as 10th Cavalry Creek, slightly north on 287

REMAINS: Cemetery, Trinity Lutheran Church, rectory 

 Col. Herman Specht (not actually military, but by nickname)founded the town of Clara in 1888, naming the plat after his wife, Clara Vogel Lange. Specht advertised for immigrants already in the US to move to Clara where he planted a nursery and laid out the town's streets in 1886. Submitted by: Justin Dudley 

In 1886, Col. Herman Specht, a German immigrant, moved from Galveston Texas to Wichita Falls and platted the town of Clara, named after his wife Clara Vogel Lange. His plan was to create a large farming community of mostly German immigrants from all over the United States. The town survived for many years during good times and bad. In the late 20's, the Clara High School won the state championship in basketball, however shortly thereafter, the school consolidated with the Burkburnett school system. Shortly thereafter, the town ceased to be. Submitted by: Guybrush Threepwood 

----------------

NAME: Cora 

COUNTY: Commanche 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Warm to Hot 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: That first Courthouse and all the other buildings are gone from site of old Cora. 

REMAINS: None. Now private property  

 "Old Cora", the oldest standing log courthouse in Texas was moved from this site. Founded 1854, as Troy. Later renamed in honor of a Miss Beeman of Bell County. In 1856 organization of Comanche County--then extending farther south and east than today's boundaries--Cora became county seat. A log cabin residence in Cora was the first Comanche County Courthouse, serving until the county seat was relocated in 1859 in new town of Comanche. Only a cemetery--the oldest in Comanche County--remains. Thus Cora is an example of the many early, important towns no longer existent in Texas. The first log cabin courthouse of Comanche County reverted to use as a residence, but later was restored and used--as are many former courthouses--as part of a museum. Submitted by: C m waring  

---------------

NAME: Curry 

COUNTY: Navarro 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: 50 in winter, 90 in summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: No population, state city markers, locatedbetween richland andwortham, texas 

REMAINS: Foundations and metal junk  

 Just State town markers.Completely abandoned about 10 years ago bysquatters Submitted by: Dale R. Moe  

----------------

NAME: Doan's Crossing

COUNTY: Wilbarger

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: The store is a must see.

REMAINS: Some original structures. 

 Corwin F. Doan and an uncle, Jonathan Doan, operated a very successful supply store at the strategic point along the Red River where cattlemen crossed with their herds of cattle on the way to Dodge City, Kansas. It was known as "the jumping off place," as it was the last store on the Western Trail before entering the Indian Territory on the way to eastern markets. The store was named C.F. Doan and Company. Doan estimated the number of cattle that passed his store in 1879 to be one hundred thousand head. The boom lasted only a few years for in 1885 the Fort Worth and Denver Railroad built tracks south of Doan's Crossing and other towns became shipping points for cattle. The number of cattle being driven overland for shipment dwindled. Shortly after World War I, the towns along the railroad forced Doan's Crossing to withdraw as a center of human activity. Today, Doan's Crossing consists of the original 1881 store, some abandoned residences and a granite historical marker in bronze relief. Doan's Crossing is at the juncture of Farm to Market Road 2916 and Farm to Market Road 924 in northern Wilbarger County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Doan's adobe store 1940

Courtesy Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum 

1 photo

---------------

NAME: Dodge City 

COUNTY: Williamson 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Year round on weekends only  COMMENTS: Originally located on the Colorado River near present day Violente. All log cabins that were not moved to higher grounds were submerged by Lake Travis. Today, two cabins from this ghost town survive and have been relocated to Fort Tumbleweed on 16450 West HW 29 near Liberty Hill, Texas (the site is open only on weekends). 

REMAINS: Two known cabins relocated to Fort Tumbleweed.  

 During the days of the republic of Texas, two log settlements were built along the Colorado River by hearty settlers. The downstream settlement was known as Waterloo and was home to the Webster family and friends that were massacred by the Comanche Indians near present day Leander Texas in 1839. Submitted by: Len Kubiak   

--------------------

NAME: Dye Mound 

COUNTY: Montague 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot in summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any  COMMENTS: In the center of a triangle made up of Saint Jo, Forestburg, and Montague. 

REMAINS: Few homes.  

 Dye Mound, originally named Dye, Texas was founded in the late 1850's by a trapper who ran a trading post located at the foot of the hills and was named for him. The cemetery was built on 3 acres that were purchased from S. T. Boswell in 1859. The church was founded in 1890. Dye was mostly a cotton town at it's hight and began it's decline in the 1920's and by 1956 it was a ghost town. The school was built in 1878 and closed in 1946. The post office was closed around 1905 and was then sent through Mallard, Texas. I am a current resident of Dye Mound and have been trying to find out as much as i can about it. On my property , I have found some really neat petrified wood and an old well that was built with a rock lining, and pieces of an old wood stove but little else. The climate here is a bit iffy at best (it is in Texas) but the trees are beautiful and I personally love it. The Dye Mound Cemetary is open to the public year around. The School is now only a commemorative plaque and the church is closed but still standing. The last time I visited the site was just today, 6/4/99 Connie Hoberer  

----------------

NAME: Estacado

COUNTY: Lubbock/Crosby county line

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Lubbock.

REMAINS: Unknown. 

 Estacado was first established as a Quaker colony in 1877 when several thousand acres were purchased for the price of twenty-five cents an acre. The purpose was to develop an agricultural settlement as well as to have the freedom of practicing the Quaker religion without being molested. Most of the Quakers came from Indiana and by 1890 there were about two hundred residents. After the usual initial hardships, the town prospered for a decade but in 1891 a rapid decline began. It is said the reason was the removal of the county seat from Estacado to a newer town closer to the center of the county. By 1893 all the Quaker families but two had left the town, most returning to Indiana. Estacado is located at the Lubbock-Crosby county line on Farm to Market road 1527. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

1 photo

-------------------

NAME: Perico or Farwell

COUNTY: Dallum

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Very few residents.

REMAINS: A few abandoned buildings. 

 The town had its beginning about 1888 as a siding on the railroad in Dallam County. At that time, the town was known as Farwell. In 1905, the railroad was asked to change the name to Perico and the railroad complied. At the time, much of the ranch land in Dallam County was being sub-divided and sold to farmers for agricultural purposes. As agriculture boomed, towns were settled to serve the farmers and Perico was one of those towns. When farmers began entering the territory early in the 1900s, Perico prospered and became the educational center in the vicinity. It was not unusual for small rural towns to suffer as improved highway transportation drew trade to more populous towns. Perico was no exception. Although the town had about forty residents as late as the 1960s, it is today a ghost town with almost all its buildings vacant or in ruins. The town lies alongside the Fort Worth and Denver tracks on U.S. Highway 87 about 11 miles southeast of Texline. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Perico post office

Courtesy Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Canyon, Texas 

1 photo

------------------

NAME: Farmer 

COUNTY: Young 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot summer, mild winters 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Year round  COMMENTS: There are several homes with residents, but it is more like a small collection of rural homes than a town now. Farmer is located north of Graham, TX off highway 1769 about 8 miles or so west of Markley which is on State Hwy 16. 

REMAINS: Well kept cemetery, and historical marker. Supposedly the original home of the founder stands  

 According to the historical marker, the town was founded in 1877 by a Rev. Farmer, who was a missionary. At one time there were schools, 17 businesses, 2 doctors, and likely several hundred (at least) residents. Unclear when desertion occurred, though my great-great-great grandfather is buried in the cemetery and he died in 1901. Likely a farming/ranching community as it is in rural North Texas. The time of origination of the town suggests that Indian activity may still have been going on, but this is not clear. Submitted by: David L. Casey, MD  

-----------------

NAME: Fort Belknap

COUNTY: Young 

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A great site to visit.

REMAINS: Ruins. 

about 4 photos

-----------------

NAME: Fort Griffin

COUNTY: Shackelford 

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Not much to see but a lot of history.

REMAINS: Ruins. 

 Anyone who wants to visit a ghost town that was one of the roughest and most violent places ever to exist on the Texas frontier, Fort Griffin is the place. Getting its name from the military fort overlooking the town, it was often referred to as The Flat, being located in a meadow below the fort. The town of Fort Griffin became known through the entire American west for its unsavory reputation. Consequently, it attracted inhabitants representing the lowest classes of society. The town was a haven for gamblers, saloonkeepers, prostitutes, con men and fugitives from justice. Killings were frequent. By 1874, the situation had deteriorated to the point the commander of Fort Griffin declared the town under government control and expelled many of the undesirables. At it's height, the town had a population of about a thousand residents plus twice that many as transients including buffalo hunters who had transferred to Texas from Kansas in 1873. The decline of Fort Griffin began in 1881 when the fort was closed as no longer needed and the buffalo hide hunt also came to a close. When the railroads by-passed the town heading westward, the end was in sight. The town of Fort Griffin is a true ghost town and not a single intact building has survived. . SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

7 photos

-------------

NAME: Fort Phantom

COUNTY: Jones 

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A great site to visit.

REMAINS: Ruins. 

many photos

-------------

NAME: Glen Rio, Texas-New Mexico 

COUNTY: Deaf Smith, Texas 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Cold snowy winters, hot summers, mild falls and springs 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Fall  COMMENTS: No known residents remain, just wild dogs and cats - Update - 1 resident as of 2001.

REMAINS: Many buildings, a water well house, a motel, post office, train tracks, convenience store  

 Born in 1903 when the PCI&P Railroad came through (two years earlier), Glen Rio, Texas, often called Glenrio, Texas, and Glen Rio, N.M. was one town that bordered the state line and was the subject of a long battle between both states for tax rights. A combo of English (Glen--valley) and Spanish (Rio-river), it is neither in a valley nor along a river. Instead, it is the midpoint between Amarillo and Tucumcari, N.M., and 10 miles from the Chicago-LA midpoint of Route 66--and was a popular stopping place for Route 66 travelers. The post office was on the New Mexico side, while the train depot was on the Texas side. In 1938, just months after the final pavement through Llano Escalado terrain was finished, making convenient and safer travel, THE GRAPES OF WRATH was filmed there for 3 weeks. The population then numbered 30, its maximum (but as many as 80 when the First/Last Motel on Texas on 66 was still open and full and more during the filming!). A newspaper was published for 24 years between 1914 and 1938. The town and highway both died, however, like so many other Route 66 towns, when the interstate opened between 1968-84; by 1985 only two residents remained, along with the post office (now closed) and a convenience store on the interstate that also went out of business. One can travel on decrepit asphalt down the remains of 66 (once called MAIN STREET 66 through Glenrio). The cement is much covered by grass, and 4WD should be driven through Glen Rio, N.M. It is difficult to tell where the Mother Road/Main Street of America is except there remain signless posts along several stretches of land. Be careful that you do not drive off onto someone's ranch, though the population out there numbers less than a dozen. Visit the old motel--furnishings and windows still exists, though the roof is slowly collapsing. Submitted by: Robin Fletcher  

2 photos

--------------

NAME: Mobeetie or Hide Town

COUNTY: Wheeler

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A few current residents.

REMAINS: A stone jail and a few abandoned buildings. 

 There are actually two towns named Mobeetie-the Old and the New. Old Mobeetie was the first town in the Texas Panhandle and came into being as a supply base for buffalo hunters that had moved down from Kansas in 1874. The settlement did not have an official name but was referred to as Hide Town, a name that came from the buffalo hides brought into town by the hunters. The need came for a post office and the name Sweetwater was submitted from the name of the creek that flowed through the town. The name was rejected as Texas already had a town by that name. It occurred to some to ask the local Indians the name of Sweetwater as spoken in their language. The word was Mobeetie and it became the name of the town. In 1875, the U.S. Army built its only major installation in the Panhandle, Fort Elliott, about two miles from Mobeetie. The city fathers decided to move the town closer to the military post to take advantage of the income from the soldiers stationed at the fort. In 1890, the population of Mobeetie was about 400 residents. In that same year, the War Department closed Fort Elliott as no longer needed to protect the settlers in the area. Eight years later, a tornado nearly decimated the town, killing six people and destroying many buildings that were never rebuilt. People began to move away. In 1929, the Santa Fe Railroad built a line that bypassed Old Mobeetie by several miles. Most of the remaining residents moved closer to the rail lines and created the New Mobeetie. Its stone jail and a few abandoned homes mark the Old Mobeetie. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Mobeetie

Courtesy Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Canyon, Texas 

1 photo

---------------

NAME: Huron 

COUNTY: Hill 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot summers, mild springs and winters 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: anytime  COMMENTS: There is one resident of this township. He is the caretaker of Cedar Creek Baptist Church. The only surviving building of this townsite. 

REMAINS: one church and one foundation to the old school site  

 not much is known about this site to my knowledge. There was one school, a post office, a church, and a general store. all that now remains is the church, the school base, and the road the went through downtown site. Submitted by: James L. Walden II  

---------------

NAME: Jimtown 

COUNTY: Smith County 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot Summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring and Fall  COMMENTS: Jimtown is located between Tyler and Overton on Smith County Road 244. 

REMAINS: Cemetery only  

 Jimtown is also known as Jamestown and Berrien was founded in 1854, as a community along the Dallas-Sheveport Road. The community was granted a post office in November of 1856 and was in operation until 1903. Jimtown had a Male Academy, Smith County School District #28 that consolated with the Chapel Hill School. There were two churches, a Masonic Lodge and cemetery. There were two general stores, three blacksmiths, two wagon makers, and a cabinet marker in the community. When the International-Great Northern Railroad built through Overton six miles east of Jimtown the community faded away in a couple years. All that remains of the community today is the cemetery in a patch of woods north of County Road 244. Submitted by: Glenn Howard  

---------------

NAME: Kelso 

COUNTY: Deaf Smith County 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot Summer / Cold Winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring / Fall  COMMENTS: Kelso is 25 miles Northwest of Hereford on County Road PP, Roads of Texas 3rd Ed. page 26 Cc. 

REMAINS: None  

 Kelso was a hoax set up by George G. Wright, a Kansas City land promoter, as a mean of selling land in the early 1900's. The land was from the 80,000 acre Kelso block of the XIT Ranch land. Wright built a stage-set town, complete with a hotel, a general store, and a schoolhouse, that was never occupied except when carloads of tenderfeet were brought out from Hereford in the real estate men's Winton Automobiles and given the illusion that the area was well populated. The hotel was occupied solely by these propective newcomers, the school was never actually used, and customers were seen at the store loading merchandise they had purchased when buyers were around, only to return the goods to the shelves when they had left. There was also a large red barn filled with ears of corn shipped in from Iowa. For a brief time [1907-08] Kelso had a post office. Often Wright and his associated sold land at prices from $8 to $40 an acre after misrepesenting its quality and value, distance from a town, and stage of development. No one from the immediate area was permitted to ride the special from Kansas City, nor did anyone on the trains and Winton cars have a chance to mingle with the local people. Many purchasers, dryland farmers, realized too late that the town was a fake and that deep-well irrigation was necessary to raise crops of kafir corn, millet, and wheat in this semiarid environment. Isolation and the lack of a church in the area discouraged some of them. By late 1907 the entire Kelso tract had been sold as farming acreage. After proposed railroad schemes fell through, the "town" of Kelso soon disappeared. This article was taken from the New Handbook of Texas Vol. 3 page 1055. Submitted by: Texas Wandergoing, Inc.  

---------------

NAME: Kimball

COUNTY: Bosque

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: In Kimball Bend Park.

REMAINS: Unkown. 

 Richard B. Kimball, a NewYork lawyer, and an associate founded the town about 1854. Kimball was located on the Chisholm Trail where it crossed the Brazos River. This was the place where thousands of cattle crossed the river on the way north to Abilene and Wichita, Kansas. It required about ten years before Kimball began to grow into a town of any importance and that was when the cattle drives north crossed the Brazos at Kimball. The demise of Kimball began in 1875 with the shift of cattle drives to the westward. In 1881, the Santa Fe Railway laid track through the region missing Kimball by several miles. The town, in time, became little more than a wide place in the road. In the late 1940s, the U.S. Corps of Engineers bought out the few remaining residents to make way for the construction of the Whitney Dam on the Brazos River. The townsite today is in Kimball Bend Park at the south end of Texas Highway 174 in Bosque County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

------------

NAME: Kingsmill

COUNTY: Gray

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: SUMMER-HOT, WINTER-COLD.

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Anytime. COMMENTS: THERE IS ONLY A GRAIN ELEVATOR, THAT IS ALL THAT IS LEFT.

REMAINS: 1 GRAIN ELEVATOR. 

 Kingsmill was a town of about 50 people just 10 years ago, then it was said that a chemical company contamenated the water wells in & around the town, so, then the company bought out all of the homes cleared the land, & now all it is is just a curve in state highway 60 in the texas panhandle; just west of Pampa,TX seven miles. If your traveling ol' route 66 take the the Pampa exit on interstate 40 in the Texas panhandle,then it about 30 miles to pampa.when you get to Pampa then turn right at the first signal light, you will then be on highway 60 going west,then it is just a short seven miles away. SUBMITTED BY: JEROMY REAMES 

------------

NAME: Knight 

COUNTY: Polk 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 4 

CLIMATE: cool winters, hot summers 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring/Fall  COMMENTS: several residents remain(about 15-20), take Hwy.146 S.from Livingston and drive south forabout 12 mi. then turn left onFM.943 and drive east 2 mi., thenturn left onto Menard Cemetary Rd.and go another 2 or 2.5 mi. 

REMAINS: occupied homes, old P.O. no longer remains  

 Knight had a post office in the early to mid 1900's. With the improvementof highways to Livingston, the old Post office was no longer needed. Submitted by: Cody Baxter  

----------------

NAME: La Plata 

COUNTY: Deaf Smith County 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Cold Winter / Hot Summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring / Fall  COMMENTS: La Plata is located in Central Deaf Smith Countyon County Road MM at 16 {See the Roads of Texas 3rdED page 26 Eb 

REMAINS: Texas Historical Marker and few old buildings  

 La Plata, originally name was Grenada. The community engaged in a heated contest with neighoring Ayr to be county seat. Greneada won in a controversial election on October 3, 1890. The name of the community was changed to La Plata on request of the postal offical. A small frame couthouse was built of lumber hauled from Amarillo. The community had a post office, a school, a county jail, a church, general store,a pharmacy, a saloon, a hotel, an implement house, a blacksmith shop, a livery stable, a printing office, and the La Plata Star. The weather hindered the community's development almost from the beginning, from 1891 to 1894 a drought, and in February 1897 a blizzard resulted in below freezing temperatures for twenty-one consecutive days. More than half of the community were compelled to leave, plus the change of the county seat and the Pecos anf Northern Texas Railway bypassing the community caused the decline of La Plata. Today there is a cemetery and the Texas Historical Marker and a few farming building at the location. The original portable county jail is on display at the Deaf Smith County Museum in Hereford. This is taken from the New Handbook of Texas Vol. 4 page 72-73. Submitted by: Texas Wandergoing, Inc  

--------------

NAME: Linnville or New Port

COUNTY: Calhoun

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Site is now a new residential area.

REMAINS: None. 

 The story of Linnville is a story of deceit, revenge, retribution and death. It is a story of a growing and prosperous Texas seaport, first known as New Port, that was destroyed and never rebuilt. The story has its beginning in San Antonio on March 19, 1840 when the Comanche Indians agreed to enter San Antonio to meet with the Texans and to return white captives. They arrived as promised but brought only one captive, a mutilated fifteen year-old girl named Matilda Lockhart. The meeting took place in a building called the Council House. Once inside, the Comanche Chiefs, they numbered twelve, were told they would be held hostage until the remaining white captives were released. What took place caused the destruction of Linnville. Whatever it was caused the Texans to kill all twelve chiefs as well as other Comanches waiting outside the Council House. Revenge was in the form of a war party of six hundred Comanche warriors that descended on the town of Linnville in the early morning of Sunday, August 8, 1840. The town was completely destroyed and never rebuilt. Nearly 150 years elapsed before the site was re-occupied by the building of a new residential sub-division. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-------------

NAME: Mantua 

COUNTY: Grayson 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot & Humid Summer / Fairly Mild & Wet Winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring & Fall COMMENTS: It was located right outside of Van Alstyne Texas, off Hwy 75. 

REMAINS: Nothing Above Ground 

 A major millitary road went through it in the 1840's. Submitted by: Eshel travis 

------------

NAME: Medicine Mound 

COUNTY: Hardeman 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Mild Winter, hot summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: any time, Saturday mornings  COMMENTS: South of Hwy 287 between Quanah and Chilecothe. The area is flat except for 3 dolomite hills that the Indians believed had supernatural medicinal powers. 

REMAINS: General Store, Gas Station, Abandoned houses  

 Medicine Mound was devastated by fire at one point and the two main buildings were rebuilt from rock that would not burn so easily. Even with the new buildings, the town did not survive. The general store is a museum that has a sign that says it is open on Saturdays, but I was there on a Saturday and didn't see anyone. Submitted by: Tracy Robertson  

-------------

NAME: Millville 

COUNTY: Rusk 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: East Texas - That says it all 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime desired  COMMENTS: Only a church and picturesque cemetery remain now. The first exploration for oil in Rusk county about 1911 was made at Boggy Branch near Millville. Locvated 9 miles NE of Henderson, TX known as Liberty Hill in the 1840's 

REMAINS: Cemetery called Harmony Hill  

 After the building of a water mill by Enoch Hayes & Willis Calloway called it "Millville" in 1853. Had a masonic Lodge, Tanyard, small furniture & wagon factory several stores & two story log-house hotel which catered to stagecoach passengers & other travelers. 1/26/1858 the Millville Male & Female Academy was incorporated. Declined in 70's. Submitted by: Ann Fitzpatrick Graham  

---------------

--------------------------------------

NAME: Mormon Mill

COUNTY: Burnet 

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: On Private Property.

REMAINS: Cemetery and foundations and an historical marker. 

 That all was not peace and quiet within the Mormon Church is evidenced by the story of Mormon Mill. Upon the death of Joseph Smith, founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Brigham Young assumed the leadership role. Lyman Wight, himself a member of the Quorum of Twelve, refused to acknowledge the leadership of Young and broke from the church to form his own Mormon colony. This he did by moving to Texas in 1845 after the death of Joseph Smith. Wight and his followers, who numbered about 250, moved their settlements a number of times before arriving at a beautiful site on Hamilton Creek about ten miles downstream from the town of Burnett. There they built a gristmill and a sawmill for cutting timber into lumber and constructed many small homes in the area. The colony remained there until 1853. Beset by debt, they again moved, this time to Bandera County where they stayed until 1858 when Lyman Wight died and the colony disbanded. . SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

--------------------

NAME: Linnville or New Port

COUNTY: Calhoun

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Site is now a new residential area.

REMAINS: None. 

 The story of Linnville is a story of deceit, revenge, retribution and death. It is a story of a growing and prosperous Texas seaport, first known as New Port, that was destroyed and never rebuilt. The story has its beginning in San Antonio on March 19, 1840 when the Comanche Indians agreed to enter San Antonio to meet with the Texans and to return white captives. They arrived as promised but brought only one captive, a mutilated fifteen year-old girl named Matilda Lockhart. The meeting took place in a building called the Council House. Once inside, the Comanche Chiefs, they numbered twelve, were told they would be held hostage until the remaining white captives were released. What took place caused the destruction of Linnville. Whatever it was caused the Texans to kill all twelve chiefs as well as other Comanches waiting outside the Council House. Revenge was in the form of a war party of six hundred Comanche warriors that descended on the town of Linnville in the early morning of Sunday, August 8, 1840. The town was completely destroyed and never rebuilt. Nearly 150 years elapsed before the site was re-occupied by the building of a new residential sub-division. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-----------------

NAME: Nogal 

COUNTY: Ochitree County 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Cold Winters/ Hot summers 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring/Fall  COMMENTS: Nogal is located in the Southeast corner of Ochiltree County on FM 281, about three miles from the Lipscomb County line {See the Roads of Texas 3RrdED. page 19 Kg. 

REMAINS: Cement steps to the old general store on the south side of FM 281.  

 Nogal was a rural community with a post office from 1920 to 1944, a county school within the school district #1, and a general store. Submitted by: Glenn Howard  

--------------

NAME: Oakland 

COUNTY: Fannin 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Icing in winter, very hot & dry summers. 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime.  COMMENTS: Oakland, Texas was a popular site inthe late 1800's to approximately theearly 1940's. It had a school, a church, two stores, and a blacksmithshop. It was located between Ivanhoeand Bonham, Texas. It's located on F&M 898. There are still residents living in this community. 

REMAINS: There are remains of this town. There is a cemetery as well. And THERE IS a post office. Oakland texas has its OWN post office. There are about 100 residents in Oakland, Tx. 

 Most residents were farmers or ranchers and the population shifted to larger towns for jobs. Submitted by: Jody Holmes   

-------------------

NAME: Old Gomez

COUNTY: Terry

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Lubbock.

REMAINS: Not Much. 

 Gomez was a dream that didn't come true for three local speculators who purchased a section of ranch land in 1902 which they hoped would become the seat of government for the then unorganized Terry County. The promoters had the land surveyed and platted the town around a large public square, which someday was to become a courthouse. The town began to grow as merchants and other business establishments moved into Gomez. A year after the founding of Gomez, other speculators created a competing townsite about five miles to the east named Brownfield. The new town did not prosper as well and as quickly as Gomez but won the election for the seat of government when Terry County was organized in 1904. Gomez continued to grow and prosper. In 1916, the Santa Fe Railway planed a track through Terry County. The Brownfield promoters promised Santa Fe a free right-of-way if the tracks were to come through their town. That did it. The tracks reached Brownfield in 1917, spelling doom for landlocked Gomez. The town died during the next decade. A few residents moved their homes and businesses to a crossroads on a new highway about a half-mile to the east and called it New Gomez. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-------------

NAME: Orlena 

COUNTY: N.E. Cooke co. N.W. Of hwy. 103 (the end) 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot Summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: This town is now part of Lake Texoma.  COMMENTS: All I found was a cemetery which was grown over in brush. The land owner allowed me to go in with a warning of copperheads and rattlers, I couldn't get gate open for thorny vines. Did not go in. 

REMAINS: Cemetery  

 I hope someone can give us the history.... I sure don't know it. I only found the town listed on an old map. One of my great aunts was listed as being born there in the family bible. Submitted by: Robin Ezell  

------------------

NAME: Pringle or Park Springs

COUNTY: Wise 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Snowy winter and hot summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring,fall  COMMENTS: Few people,about20 miles north of border. Regaining some size from commuters. No remains of the many buildings.

REMAINS: Cattle houses - Masonry ruins and water well. 

 Has been abandoned for quite some time.There was probaly a few big cattle buisnesesthere in the early to mid 1900's. Submitted by: J.Hawkins 

The town derived its name from a grove which surrounded a serier of springs in the area. This part of Wise county was only a wilderness with great uncut forest standing tall and silent. The small community which was first located here was known as Pringle, but the name was later changed to Park Springs. In the early 1900's it became a bustling town with a population of over 400 people. The community had a Methodist church and a Baptist church, which is still active today. Also, the town had three grocery stores, a bank, a feed store, an ice-house, a black smith shop, and a school of eleven grades. The largest grocery store was owned and run by Seeb Musgrove. Other businesses were owned by Jerry McKay, John McDonald, and Jimmy James. The pride of the town was its 14 room hotel which stood majestically, facing the main line of Rock Island railroad, near the railroad's water tower. The hotel was the center of activity for all social activity. Every Saturday night was gala time at the hotel with square dancing and a picnic the following day after church. Railroad workers often used the community as a place to rest and a place to change over crews. With the increasing use of the diesel locamotive, the community was no longer used as a place to load water. The gasoline automobile allowed citizens to seek employment in nearby Bridgeport and Decatur. The town started a slow demise. The post office was established in Park Springs on July 14, 1893 with Margaret C. Evans as postmistress, but was discontinued in 1915. The school was shut down about the year 1944. All that remains today is the masonary ruins of a store, the community water well, and the "Park Springs Baptist Church". Submitted by Robert Vahle, Bowie, Tx.

Community Water Well

Courtesy Robert Vahle 

1 photo

--------------

NAME: Perico or Farwell

COUNTY: Dallum

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Very few residents.

REMAINS: A few abandoned buildings. 

 The town had its beginning about 1888 as a siding on the railroad in Dallam County. At that time, the town was known as Farwell. In 1905, the railroad was asked to change the name to Perico and the railroad complied. At the time, much of the ranch land in Dallam County was being sub-divided and sold to farmers for agricultural purposes. As agriculture boomed, towns were settled to serve the farmers and Perico was one of those towns. When farmers began entering the territory early in the 1900s, Perico prospered and became the educational center in the vicinity. It was not unusual for small rural towns to suffer as improved highway transportation drew trade to more populous towns. Perico was no exception. Although the town had about forty residents as late as the 1960s, it is today a ghost town with almost all its buildings vacant or in ruins. The town lies alongside the Fort Worth and Denver tracks on U.S. Highway 87 about 11 miles southeast of Texline. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Perico post office

Courtesy Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Canyon, Texas 

1 photo

-------------

NAME: Plemons 

COUNTY: Hutchinson 

ROADS: 4WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Snow in winter, hot in summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Summer  COMMENTS: It is now on private property and you must have permission to enter. Most likely you will not be able to go onto the land. The land owner is very harsh, and even demolished most of the remains of the town and buried them!!! 

REMAINS: A grave yard and some bricks!  

 Not much know about this town, except it was located North East of Borger, Texas on the Canadian River. Submitted by: Pete 

I could tell you about Plemons Texas just like any high school student in Borger.I graduated in 93 we all have made the trip....The graveyard consist of a lot of Baby graves lots of twins in fact...it is rumored the town had one of the few north american outbreaks of the plage.Our brothers and sisters swear there was a time when if you went to Plemons a crazy old man livivng in the brick home there would shoot at you.That the ranchers there had a retarded son they could not control so he was put in his own house "the brick house" and given an overseer"the crazy old man of later years"left with nothing to do when the son passed away.The graveyard is truly a haunty site set with a huge platu wall as a back drop it is awe inspiring espesialy in a Panhandle thunder storm which is when I got to see it... It is rumored the infamouse Tex Watson is from here and I do know for a fact that at some time his name did show up on Borger High roll sheets......This is a haunted area Submitted by: Joanna Burton-Duncan 

----------------

NAME: Pringle or Park Springs

COUNTY: Wise 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Snowy winter and hot summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring,fall  COMMENTS: Few people,about20 miles north of border. Regaining some size from commuters. No remains of the many buildings.

REMAINS: Cattle houses - Masonry ruins and water well. 

 Has been abandoned for quite some time.There was probaly a few big cattle buisnesesthere in the early to mid 1900's. Submitted by: J.Hawkins 

The town derived its name from a grove which surrounded a serier of springs in the area. This part of Wise county was only a wilderness with great uncut forest standing tall and silent. The small community which was first located here was known as Pringle, but the name was later changed to Park Springs. In the early 1900's it became a bustling town with a population of over 400 people. The community had a Methodist church and a Baptist church, which is still active today. Also, the town had three grocery stores, a bank, a feed store, an ice-house, a black smith shop, and a school of eleven grades. The largest grocery store was owned and run by Seeb Musgrove. Other businesses were owned by Jerry McKay, John McDonald, and Jimmy James. The pride of the town was its 14 room hotel which stood majestically, facing the main line of Rock Island railroad, near the railroad's water tower. The hotel was the center of activity for all social activity. Every Saturday night was gala time at the hotel with square dancing and a picnic the following day after church. Railroad workers often used the community as a place to rest and a place to change over crews. With the increasing use of the diesel locamotive, the community was no longer used as a place to load water. The gasoline automobile allowed citizens to seek employment in nearby Bridgeport and Decatur. The town started a slow demise. The post office was established in Park Springs on July 14, 1893 with Margaret C. Evans as postmistress, but was discontinued in 1915. The school was shut down about the year 1944. All that remains today is the masonary ruins of a store, the community water well, and the "Park Springs Baptist Church". Submitted by Robert Vahle, Bowie, Tx.

Community Water Well

Courtesy Robert Vahle 

---------------

NAME: Proffitt

COUNTY: Young

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: There are a few scattered homes in the area.

REMAINS: The cemetery. 

 Proffitt had its problems long before it became a town. The Reverend Robert S. Proffitt, a Methodist minister, came to the area from Tennessee in 1852. During the early 1860s, he acquired ranch property on Elm Creek near Fort Belknap. Proffitt and his sons began raising cattle on land ideally suited for cattle ranching. On October 13, 1864 one of the most unforgettable of all Indian raids into Texas occurred. Known to this day as the Elm Creek Raid, Indians attacked the settlers in Elm Creek, killed 10 settlers and carried off two women and five children. Another major raid followed in July of 1867. Three young men, one of them a son of Robert S. Proffitt, were tending cattle when they were surprised by an Indian war party. All three were killed and scalped on the spot, their bodies later being placed in a common grave that today is identified by an historical marker. With the end of Indian raids in the 1870s, Proffitt thrived for a number of years, retaining its post office until 1925. Today it consists only of a handful of scattered rural homes and an interesting cemetery. The Proffitt cemetery that began with the burial of the three boys killed by Indians in 1867 is located on the north side of U.S. Highway 380 two-tenths of a mile beyond the turnoff to the town. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

----------------

NAME: Salona 

COUNTY: Montague 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Cold hot 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring  COMMENTS: Located 7 miles n.E. Of bowie tx.Only the school remains.Rich in history. 

REMAINS: School,cemetary  

 Cotton was king the town died when the railroad laid tracks.The town of bowie was born and salona moved to bowie. Submitted by: Wesley fugate   

-------------------

NAME: Santa Rita

COUNTY: Maybe upton

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: metal detected one time,found nothing,it's an old oil town.

.REMAINS: Foundations. 

 Not Sure. Submitted by Randy Pettijohn  

----------------

NAME: Savage 

COUNTY: Fannin 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot in Summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any  COMMENTS: I have friends that are descendants of the people who settled this community. Located near the Town of Leonard and Bonham. 

REMAINS: Cellar where school once stood.  

 Founded in 1869 by Wm Savage. At one time had a blacksmith shop, school, post office, stores and a church. Submitted by: Jennifer Dearing   

-------------

NAME: Shafter Lake

COUNTY: Andrews

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Andrews.

REMAINS: One building. 

 Shafter Lake is a large natural salt lake discovered in 1875 by a Colonel William R Shafter. The town of Shafter Lake came into being as a result of land speculators seeing the area as a natural site for a town. In 1906, the promoters began a campaign to advertise the up and coming town "as a city of a thousand wonders." By 1910, Shafter Lake had a population of five hundred residents and a number of new businesses. In that same year, Andrews County was organized and Shafter Lake competed with the town of Andrews to be the site of county government. Shafter Lake lost in the election. After losing its bid to become the county seat, the town began losing its population to Andrews. The severe drought of 1917-18 hastened its demise and its post office closed in 1929. Today, there is but one original building still standing which is a ranch house built in 1908 but visitors will see several modern structures that are part of a ranching operation at the site. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

---------------

NAME: Sher-Han

COUNTY: Hansford

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near the Oklahoma border.

REMAINS: No intact buildings. 

 If any ghost town can be described as modern, it would have to be Sher-Han. Sherman and Hansford counties each contributed a portion of their identity to create the name Sher-Han. Phillips Petroleum Company created the town in 1944 for its employees working at the company's natural gas liquids extraction plant. Soon thereafter, two natural gas companies built pipeline compressor stations and housing facilities for their employees at Sher-Han. For almost twenty years Sher-Han was a thriving community but its location was in a remote area just south of the Oklahoma border. There were no paved roads to Sher-Han from its nearest neighboring town, Guymon, Oklahoma. Winter rain and snows made dirt roads impassable forcing the building of residential housing for employees at the site. In the early 1960s, paved roads from Sher-Han to neighboring communities made it possible for employees to commute to work from surrounding towns. Sher-Han is a picturesque ghost town with paved streets and curbs, concrete sidewalks, trees, shrubs and flowers and other evidence of a town that once had a population of four hundred people. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

--------------

NAME: Sipe Springs 

COUNTY: Comanche 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Warm to Hot 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: Store may no longer be in operation. Sidewalk in front of store made from Thurbur brick. See Thurbur TX Ghost Town. 

REMAINS: Freemasons Lodge, Baptist Church, Cemetery  

 Pioneers settled this area about 1870, after finding water seeping from a spring. There was controversy from the beginning over the correct spelling of the name, which is pronounced "seep." The town soon grew into a milling and ginning center for this region. Upon the death of Pratt Scarlett in 1873, John C. Smith (1828-1907) gave five acres for a cemetery, but the title was not clear. A large stone carved with Scarlett's death date was buried at the foot of his grave. Several burial sites in the old part of the cemetery have plain sandstone markers. In 1890 the area residents built a tabernacle at the burial ground. Enlarged in 1951, it is still used for gatherings such as the annual homecoming in July. An oil boom came to Sipe Springs in the winter of 1918 and the village grew to almost 10,000. The town boasted an opera house and a professional baseball team. About that time Nels and Sarah Crain acquired a clear title to the cemetery tract. Their heirs gave it to the Sipe Springs Cemetery Association. The graveyard is still in use today with about 1150 grave sites including veterans from the Civil War and Spanish-American War; World War I, World War II; and the Korean and Vietnam Conflicts. Submitted by: C m waring  

------------

NAME: Soash

COUNTY: Howard

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Not much too see.

REMAINS: Foundations of the bank. 

 William Pulver Soash, a land developer and speculator, contracted with Christopher Columbus Slaughter to develop and sell two hundred thousand acres of land owned by Slaughter for the purpose of developing a farming community. Things went well at first with interested buyers coming by train from the Midwest in March of 1909 and others to follow in the months and years to come. To impress potential buyers, Soash erected a reinforced concrete building housing the Bank of Soash, a school building, an electrical generating plant and water works. But nature intervened and caused Soash's efforts to fail. The drought that began in 1909 and continued through 1910 and 1911 effectively caused the town to fail before it had a chance to succeed and the town of Soash died. Today, the site is marked only by what remains of the concrete structure that was the Bank of Soash. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Soash, 1909

Courtesy Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Canyon, Texas 

1 photo

----------

NAME: Spanish Fort

COUNTY: Montague

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Cold windy winters, blazing hot summers

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Semi-ghost. The residents of Spanish Fort get a bit testy when called ghosts. It is becoming a quasi-retirement area as people flee the D/FW Metroplex. No stores, but homes and the old school used a community center, two cemeteries.I'm the publisher of the newspaper in Nocona, 18 miles south. Also covers the Belcherville area, as well. Still folks living there, as well, just not an organized "city".Approximately 100 residents within 2 miles of the center of town. See comment above.

REMAINS: Homes, school, cemetery, historical markers. 

 The name would suggest something that never existed. There never was a Spanish fort at the site that bears the name. It was all a misunderstanding. Three hundred years ago, a major Indian village was located in the area. From artifacts and remains found by early Anglo-American settlers, an incorrect assumption was made that the Spaniards had occupied the area. Hence the name Spanish Fort. In reality, it was a fortified Indian village. The usefulness of Spanish Fort was as the last stopping point for cattlemen and drovers on their way up the Chisholm Trail before crossing the Red River into Indian Territory on their way to Kansas cattle markets. In its heyday, Spanish Fort boasted four hotels and numerous other businesses and saloons. The town's decline began around the turn of the century even though a new brick schoolhouse was erected in 1924. Today, the schoolhouse remains although abandoned along with a few other vacant buildings. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

----------------

NAME: Starrville 

COUNTY: Smith County 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Hot Summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring and Fall  COMMENTS: Starrville is located at the intersection of Farm to Market Roads 757 and 16. 

REMAINS: Church, city well, cotton gin, and cemetery  

 Starrville was founded in 1853 on the Dallas-Sheveport Road and was first called Gum Springs. The community had a post office 1857 to 1907. Starrville had several schools: A Medthodist Female High School; a Masonic Male College; Baptist, Anna Judson Felmale School; Starrville Union Academy; Male and Felmale Academy, and Smith County School District # 58 that consolated with Winona School. The community businesses included a hotel, gristmills, sawmills, foundries, wagon makers, a dentist, a doctor, and was on the stage line from Starrville to Tyler. By 1870's the community had began to decline, when the Cotton Belt Railroad built through the Winona community. Submitted by: Glenn Howard  

----------

NAME: Tascosa

COUNTY: Oldham

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Current residents.

REMAINS: Museums and much to see. 

 Tascosa had two lives. The first was no different from the early cowboy town with its saloons, red light district, boot hill and its share of violence. It also was the first true town in the western Texas Panhandle. The town thrived during the 1870s and early 1880s becoming the seat of government for Oldham County in 1880 that lasted for thirty-five years. As has happened so many times before when a railroad bypasses a town, it dies. A few residents remained until 1939 when they departed and Tascosa became a ghost town. In that same year the town was reborn when Bivins Ranch donated 120 acres to become the site for a home for boys to be known as Boys Ranch on the very site of Tascosa. It has developed into a major facility consisting of residence halls, a school, dinning hall, athletic fields and homes for staff. Beginning with twelve boys, it now numbers over four hundred. Serving as historical monuments from the past and open to the public are the old stone courthouse and the 1889 schoolhouse. Tascosa is located at the east end of Texas Highway Spur 233. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth Inside the Tascosa Saloon

Courtesy Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Canyon, Texas

Tascosa circa 1900

Courtesy Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Canyon, Texas

2 photos 

-------------------

NAME: Tee Pee City 

COUNTY: Motley County 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: OK 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time  COMMENTS: There is a small cemetery just west, across a fence behind the historical marker. 

REMAINS: 1936 Texas Historical Marker  

 Tee Pee City is located in Motley County north of U.S.70 on County Road 206 {see Roads of Texas 3rd Ed. page 34 Fe}. Tee Pee City was founded in 1875 to serve the buffalo hunters and survey parties. The community had a post office from 1879 to 1900, a school {one of the first in the county}, a hotel, a saloon, and general store. In 1904, Tee Pee city was closed by the Matador Ranch for the bad influnce on their cowboys. For more information on the Tee Pee City see the New Handbook of Texas Vol. 6 page 234 Submitted by: Texas Wandergoing, Inc.  

---------------

NAME: Tehuacana 

COUNTY: Limestone 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: 90's summer, 40's winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: Artist, antique types,there is a old abandonedcollege there. Neat town to visit, has lifebut is for all practicalpurposes a ghost town. 

REMAINS: Hugh old college structures, old downtown area, neatly taken care of by artist types and antique types  

 Estimate the college left in the 30's. (Trinity College) The college was the mainstayof the community. Interesting surroundings and old buildings. The ghost town has been taken care of and is neat because of the artist and antique buffs who live there. Submitted by: Dale R. Moe  

-------------

NAME: Texon

COUNTY: Reagan

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Not a whole lot left. A few occupied dwellings.

REMAINS: Foundations. 

 Texon was a company owned town. It came to life on May 28, 1923 when oil was discovered on University of Texas lands by Big Lake Oil Company. The company built all the homes, all the stores, all everything. By 1930, there were a thousand residents in Texon, all employees or dependents. The town had everything and anything needed to support its population. Texon thrived from the 1920s through the 1940s but as oil production from the field diminished, the town began to fade. In 1962, the company sold its operations and most of the homes and other buildings were either moved or razed. What is left are the foundations of former homes and other debris to mark the site that is located about one-half mile south of U.S. Highway 67 on Farm to Market Road 1675. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Texon

Courtesy Dan Gulino 

1 photo

--------------------

NAME: Towash 

COUNTY: Hill 

ROADS: 4WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: hot summer, mild springs and winters 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: any time  COMMENTS: Towash is located at the mouth of Towash creek. This location requires some hiking to get to. The town still exists however, it is about a mile underwater as The Corps of Engineers built Lake Whitney over the town site. It's a perfect site to visit if you scuba diva. All that remains ABOVE water is an old grain mill. Perfect for the antique hunters as there are plenty of antique bottles and coins buried in shores at the mouth of Towash creek and Lake Whitney. 

REMAINS: town site *underwater* & old grain mill *above water*  

 Not much is known about this site. However, it is known that John Wesley Harding frequented this site and even wrote about this township in his letters back to his family. He stayed here when traveling through Hillsboro & Whitney, Texas Submitted by: James L. Walden II  

------------

NAME: Upton

COUNTY: Upton

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 1

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Maybe 10 miles nrth of Rankin, Tx.

REMAINS: Old buildings. 

 Not Sure. Submitted by Randy Pettijohn  

-------------------

SORRY, MISSING TEXAS GHOST TOWNS FOR SECTION 2 (WEST TEXAS) 

NAME: Acala 
COUNTY: Hudspeth 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Never a problem 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time COMMENTS: Acala: post office 1925 
REMAINS: Inquire locally
Acala. On the rio grande river and state highway 20, 34 mi nw of sierra blanca near the sp rr tracks in sw hudspeth county. It was founded before 1925, when a post office was established with mrs. Julia a. Vaughn as postmistress. In 1927 acala had a population of fifty. Two years later that figure had doubled. By the mid 1930 however the population had fallen to an estimated ten persons. It increased gradually over the next three decades, from an estimated seventy-five in 1939 to ninety in the 1940's and 100 in the late 1950's.Subsequently however it fell again; in the late 1960's it was estimated at fifty and in the early 1970's at twenty five, where it remains today. Mail from fort hancock.Acala was named for the long-staple cotton of mexican origin gorwn in the area; it is the site of numerous canals and wells dug for irrigation. Submitted by: Samuel W McWhorter
NAME: Allamoore 
COUNTY: Hudspeth 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Never a problem 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime COMMENTS: Allamoore. Post office 1884/ 1886 post office 1888/ 1896 post office 1898/1914 
REMAINS: Lots of ruins. Some homes.
Allamoore. (allamore, carrizo) is a ranching community on the missouri pacific rr just north of interstate 10 and us highway 80, 22 mi se of sierra blanca in se hudspeth county. A post office under the name of acme was established there in 1884 with robert b. Mcgrew as postmaster. It closed in 1886, but a new one opened two years later under the name allamoore, after the postmistress, mrs. All r. Moore. At that time the community consisted of 'mining and stock camps'. In 1890 the town had 200 inhabitants. The hazel mine in nearby culberson county was for several decades among the most productive silver and copper mines in texas. The post office closed in 1896, but two years later a third post office, called allamoore, was established. By 1914 the population of the settlement had fallen to ten, in the mid 1920's the population was estimated at 25. A rock crushing plant owned by gifford hill and company was operating five mies east of town in 1938.From the mid 1940's to the mid 1960's the population was estimated at 75; it subsequently dropped to 50. At that time allamoore comprised scattered dwellings and a church. The church was originally catholic; it was subsequently deeded to the episcopal dioceese in el paso , but was closed. The church was purchased by sam mcwhorter and martha conoly of van horn in 1983, when it was converted to a residence and resold.During the 1960's a local rancher reportedly paid a teacher to sit in the empty one-room schoolhouse , just in case a student happened to walk in. The pioneer talc company opened at allamoore in 1960 and the westtex talc company in 1971, but the latter was gone by the mid 1970's, and gifford-hill rock crusher apparently ceased operation in the early 1980's. By 1988 the allamoore school had the smallest enrollment of all texas schools; only eight children from the ten families scattered throughout the district's 2100 square miles attended. Submitted by: Samuel w McWhorter

NAME: Arispe 
COUNTY: Hudspeth 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Not a problem 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time COMMENTS: Arispe. Post office 1909/1911. 
REMAINS: None
Arispe. Also known as la valley, was 5 mi sw of sierra blanca on the missouri pacific rr in an area that is now crossed by interstate 10 and us hiway # 8 in south central hudspeth county. The community was founded in 1885 as a railroad section house. A postoffice called lavalley operated from 1909 until 1911 with mrs. Alice auten as postmistress. The community had 57 inhabitants. By the mid 1940's the population was fewer than 25 and today it is only a rail road switch. Submitted by: Samuel W McWhorter

NAME: Boracho 
COUNTY: Culberson 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Never a problem. Dont drive off into a running arroyo. 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time COMMENTS: Boracho. Post office 1908 / 1912. UPDATE: I attempted to visit Boracho, Texas on 7 Feb, 2007. There is a sign at exit 166 on I-10 for Boracho Station. A sign at the top of the ramp directs you to the north. A few hundred yards from the interstate and just the other side of the railroad grade is a cattle guard gate. Accompanying the gate is a sign marking the property as private. 

Vic
REMAINS: A cemetery. Thats it.
Boracho. Was on us highway 80 and the texas and pacific rr 10 mi w of kent and 26 mi e of van horn in south central culberson county. It was apparently founded around the time that the railroad was built through the area in the early 1880's. Its name is probably a misspelling of borracho, span. For 'drunk'. One source says the town got its name during the construction of the railroad, when the crew for the texas and pacific, building west through culberson county, was outpacing the competing galveston, harrisburg and san antonio crew, which was building east from hudspeth county. The gh&sa crew donated several wagonloads of whiskey to their rivals and took the lead while the t&p crew was sleeping off the booze. Another source, however, says that the name is spanish for 'violet-covered- and is derived from the name of nearby borocho peak in jeff davis county. A local post office operated rom 1908 until 1912 with mary e. Glenn as postmistress. Maps of the area from the mid 1950's showed just one dwelling at the site. By 1970 a cemetery was all that reamined there. Submitted by: Samuel W McWhorter

NAME: Bronco 
COUNTY: Yoakum 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Hot summer...Mild winter 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Summer COMMENTS: Fields ranch spanning many miles of range....Things to see:field's semetary. 
REMAINS: Torn down buildings..Abandon gas station..Local semetary...And a few residents
Town settled in the later 1800's. Thrived until the oil crash. Submitted by: Conchetta san filippo

NAME: Castolon or Santa Helena
COUNTY: Brewster
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: In the Chisos Mountains.
REMAINS: Many Structures.
Located just above the flood plain of the Rio Grande close to the Santa Elena Canyon in Big Bend National Park, Castolon was an agriculture and ranching community on the American side of the river. It was first settled in 1903. Land ownership in the area changed hands a number of times until much of it came under the control of a Wayne Cartledge in 1919. Cartledge was responsible for introducing scientific agriculture to the valley as well as cotton production. The Madero Revolution in Mexico in 1910 prompted the residents of Castolon to request protection from the U.S. Army as Mexican bandits began attacking settlements on the American side of the international boundary. In 1911 a troop of cavalry was stationed in Castolon. In 1919, the War Department began construction of a permanent army post to include barracks, officer's quarters, etc. The construction of the post was completed in early 1920 but was never occupied by the troops. The army vacated the area due to restoration of order along the border. Cartledge purchased the fort buildings from the government in 1925 which aided in the development of the town. The end came in 1944 with the creation of the Big Bend National Park with all private lands coming under federal ownership. Most of the structures from the former town remain intact. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Chinese Coal Mine 
COUNTY: Jeff Davis 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Mild in winters and hot in summers 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime COMMENTS: No residents. Privately owned and sets in the middle of May Ranch.Great fossil hunting. About 25 miles south of Van Horn, TXon the river road to Comedore, Mexico. 
REMAINS: Gravesites and coal.
The Chinese Coal Mine arrived at it's name because the railroad tracks built to the coal mine were layed by chinese back in the late 1800's.The track was put in to haul coal found on the May Ranch. The rail was appproximately 8 miles long.When the rail was finished, one load of coal was shipped out and the rail was shut down because the coal had to much sulphur in it.The gravesites of the chinese that died building the rail can still be seen on top of a hill directly north of the coal mine.Lots of fossils found in the area. I have found large snails weighing as much as ten pounds and about 6 inches in diameter. Sea shells of all types, crystals and various animals.Permission must be obtained prior to visiting. Submitted by: Clarence Louviere

NAME: Clairemont
COUNTY: Kent
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Current residents.
REMAINS: The Courthouse and Jailhouse.
Named after his daughter Claire, the town was founded in 1888 by a R. L. Rhomberg. By the beginning of the 1900s, the town had a population of sixty-five and was the county seat of Kent County. Clairemont grew to a population of several hundred and stayed there until the close of World War II when the population began to drop. The town today is all but abandoned but the former courthouse still stands, as does the red stone jailhouse. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Dias e Ocho Creek Camp 
COUNTY: Presido 
ROADS: 4WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Cold in Winter and hot in summer 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Fall or spring COMMENTS: No residents. South from Van Horn, Texas on hiway 90 about 22 miles, south of Lobo about 2 miles, turn right on river road. Continue on black top to the fork and take gravel road to the left. You will see the sign for the headquarters for the 96 ranch about 2 miles after you enter the gravel road. Ask for permission and directions. It's about a 3 mile drive down the old Dias e Ocho creek bed (dried up). Great place for prospecting with metal detectors. Old coins, relics, army buttons and ammunition fired and un-fired. 
REMAINS: Old timbers and hardware that made up the fort.
Dias e Ocho Creek Camp was a US Army camp built about the same time as Fort Holland in the early 1900"s to defend against Pancho Villa and his bandits. This camp was more active in routing bandits as it was closer to the Rio Grande (about 6 miles). The camp was closed and abandoned after WW I. It is located about 6 miles west of Fort Holland. It is on private property, the old Quinn Ranch. Submitted by: Clarence Louviere

NAME: Etholen 
COUNTY: Hudspeth 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Ok 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime COMMENTS: Etholen. Post office 1884/ 1884. 
REMAINS: Nothing left
Etholen. A switch on the sp rr 4 mi w of sierra blanca in south central hudspeth county. According to one source a post office had been opened and closed there before 1884, although other sources hold tha the community was not established until around 1885. Etholen seems to have been little more than a railroad station; in 1945 its population was fewer than twenty five, and it no longer appeared on maps of the area by themid 1960's. The community was reportedly named for etholen knobs, a nearby cluster of buttes. Submitted by: Samuel W McWhorter
NAME: Fort Holland 
COUNTY: Presido 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Cold in winter, hot in summer 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime COMMENTS: No residents. Located about 6 miles west of Valentine, Texas on the Chilicote Ranch road. Old Fort Buildings and site of the last indian battle in the US. Located on private property, but owners will allow visits. 
REMAINS: Old Fort buildings still standing.
Fort Holland was built in the early 1900's to defend against Pancho Villa and his bandits. Fort was closed after the end of World War I.Also the State of Texas installed a historical marker, marking the site of the last indian battle in the US between the US Cavalry and the Commanche indians. Submitted by: Clarence Louviere
NAME: Fort McKavett
COUNTY: Schleicher
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: The fort is a historical site but the town is no more.
REMAINS: Ruins of the fort.
The military post of Fort McKavett was named after a Captain Henry McKavett who had been killed in the Mexican War of 1846. The fort was located on a high hill on the south bank of the San Saba River. There is a peculiar twist to the history of both the town of Fort McKavett and the military post of Fort McKavett. Actually, the fort died so the town might live and in turn the town died that the fort might live in the historical sense. The fort was built in 1852 and had the reputation of being one of the most attractive and healthiest on the Texas frontier. In 1859, the fort was abandoned and fell into disrepair until 1868 when it was again occupied by federal troops as part of a series of forts from the Red River to the Rio Grande protecting the frontier. By 1883, the need for the fort had disappeared and the army formally abandoned it. During the existence of the fort, the town of Fort McKavett was gradually growing as a ranching community with some families living and working in former military buildings. By the 1960s, the town was still a living community with around a hundred residents. In 1967, the state of Texas purchased the surviving buildings and created The Fort McKavett State Historical Site that it might be preserved for the future. The town no longer exists but the fort appears much as it did over a hundred years ago. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Fort quitman 
COUNTY: Hudspeth 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Not a problem 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time COMMENTS: Fort quitman. 20 mi se of mcnary in southern hudspeth county. 
REMAINS: Cemetery and almost nothing
Fort quitman. 80 mi below el paso and 20 mi se of present day mcnary in far southern hudspeth county. On september 28, 1858, capt. Arthur t. Lee and companies c and h, eight infantry, established the post on a barren and sandy plane 400 yards east of the rio grande to protect travelers and the mail route from san antonio to el paso. It was named for mexican war general john a quitman who had died on july 17. Federal troops evacuated fort quitman on april 5, 1861. During the civil war the post was intermittently garrisoned by confederate and union detachments and quickly fell into disrepair. Capt. Henry carroll and company f, ninth united states cavalry, reoccupied the crumbling adobe buildings on january 1, 1868, and on february 25 orders from headquarters of the district of texas reestablished the fort. Over the next decade companies and detachments of black soldiers of the ninth cavalry and the twenty fifth united states infantry guarded the mails and scouted for hostile indians. Fort quitman had a reputation as one of the most uncomfortable military installations in texas. Lydia spencer lane described it in 1869 as 'forlorn and tumble down' and was surprised to observe a sergeant, in full dress uniform, jumping rope outside the guard house. "surgeon john j culber, in 1870, called it 'entirely unworthy of the name of fort, post, or station for united states troops.' the adobe buildings had been stripped of all wood, roofs, doors, and window frames. "the dormitories of the barracks, having neither doors or windows, have abundant ventilation." the soil was to sandy and dry hot climate to cultivate a post garden. Milk and fresh vegetables had to be hauled from san elizario, el paso, or san ignacio, chihuahua. Much time was spent repairing the buildings, which by 1876 consisted of barracks for two companies, five sets of double officers's quarters, an adjutants's office, a hospital, a guardhouse, two store houses, a bakery, workshops, and wooden cavalry and quatermasters stables. Fort quitman wasvacated on january 5, 1877, but was regarrisoned in 1880-1882, during the campaign against the apache cief victorio as a subpost of fort davis. Despite the efforts of capt. Nicholas nolan and troopers of the tenth united states cavalry, during the summer of 1880 victorio's warriors crossed and recrossed the rio grande in the vicinity of the post. On august 9, mescaleros attempting to return to their reservation in new mexico attacked a stagecoach near the fort, mortally wounding maj. Gen. James. J. Byrne, an employee of the texas and pacific rr. Although victorio was killed in mexico in the fall of 1880, fort quitman was continued to be garrisoned through april 1882. The post was abandoned later that year, partly because it was not on a railroad. Fort hancock (originally fort rice) was established in 1882 at a better site nearby. Today only a cemetery reamins near the site of fort quitman. Submitted by: Samuel W McWhorte
NAME: Girvin
COUNTY: Pecos
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A few remaining residents.
REMAINS: A few original buildings.
Ranchers and stock raisers came to the area in the 1890s, later to be called Girvin after the name of one of the ranchers. It was the railroad that built through in 1911 that started Girvin on its way to becoming a town of some importance. The railroad built a passenger and freight station and soon other businesses were established including a general store, a hotel, a saloon and a lumberyard. Girvin also was a shipping point for thousands of cattle for a number of years. The economy of Girvin was steadily growing when in 1933 a new highway was built to connect Fort Stockton with McCamey that passed one mile south of Girvin. Some residents had already departed the town to seek employment elsewhere. The new highway provided additional business opportunities, which negatively affected the Girvin economy. The 1940 census showed only seventy-five residents left in the town. The Santa Fe Railway closed the freight depot in 1944 and the passenger station in 1955. Girvin is now a town of abandoned buildings. The brick schoolhouse is maintained as a community center and polling place for the several residents that remain. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Hot Springs
COUNTY: Brewster
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Part of Big Bend National Park.
REMAINS: Many Original buildings maintained by the park service.
The town is appropriately named for that is exactly what it is, a town of hot springs. The first users of the springs were the Indians living along the Rio Grande. The curative properties of the springs attracted a J. O. Langford who had suffered from malaria since contracting it as a child. Langford purchased the site of the springs in 1909 for $1.61 per acre. The Langford family left their home in Mississippi for the site they purchased sight unseen. Langford's health began to improve after daily baths in the hot springs permitting him to begin improving the property. In time, he developed a wide clientele of people traveling long distances in search of a cure for a variety of ailments. The site eventually was developed into a complete facility for invalids seeking treatment in the curative waters. In 1942, the site was sold to the state of Texas that it might become a part of the Big Bend National Park. No one as resided at Hot Springs since 1952. The buildings and springs are protected by the National Park Service and are accessible to the public. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

UPDATE: The place you describe is known locally as Indian Hot Springs. It was again improved when one of the Hunts (the ones in the oil business) bought the place and put in a road that runs off of I-10 east of El Paso, TX. There is a caliche road that runs south of Sierra Blanca, TX that accesses the site, as well, but it is strictly for the adventurous with a four wheel drive vehicle. The site is also supposed to be haunted with the ghosts of the Indians who were stricken with smallpox after being sold infected blankets by an unscrupulous rancher. It is now owned by three lawyers from El Paso, to the best of my knowledge, and there are several buildings, presumably for the visitors seeking healing from the springs. My mother, my son and one of his friends, and I were there about five years ago. I can't say for sure that it is "haunted", but neither my two dogs nor I liked it at all. Even in broad daylight, it's a creepy place. There is a retired Texas Ranger living in Sierra Blanca that runs a museum there who can tell you a lot more, though his name escapes me at the moment.

Donna Coffee

NAME: Kent 
COUNTY: Culberson 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Not a problem. Hardly ever. 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time. COMMENTS: Kent. A ranch town born to supply the needs of the long x cattle company. The most famous of the west texas ranches. Owned by the reynolds brothers, prominent west texas ranchers. Their holding consisted of several thousand acres extending from north of us highway 10 to several miles south into the davis mountains. 
REMAINS: Lots of ruins but a lot still standing.
Kent. A ghost town of its former self, but still an active trading center. Note: this site will remain open until the history of kent can be properly told and its founders acknowledged and remembered.A lot of good and honorable people have had a part in kents past and this writer wishes to remember them with due reverence to a real cown town! Submitted by: Samuel W McWhorter
NAME: Lajitas
COUNTY: Brewster
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer.
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime. COMMENTS: Current residents.
REMAINS: Many original buildings.
If one wants to visit a town where the Mexican bandit Pancho Villa once roamed, Lajitas is the place to go. Lajitas is in Brewster County, the largest in Texas, and lies along the Rio Grande River. On the other side of the river is Mexico. Originally a village of Indian and Mexican farmers, the town gained some notoriety during the early 1920s as the import site of a plant growing on the Mexican side of the Rio Grande which was useful in the manufacture of chewing gum. Mexico later put a ban its exportation and that ended the small boom it was starting to create. Then there was the search for uranium following World War II which livened up Lajitas until it was discovered there wasn't any. The town then returned to its sleepy village status. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenowith

NAME: Langtry or Eagle Nest
COUNTY: Val Verde
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Right on the border.
REMAINS: The Judge Roy Bean visitor center and a few other assorted Judge Roy Bean buildings. 
Judge Roy Bean, referred to as "the Law West of the Pecos" and the English singer 
and entertainer Lily Langtry, are the only two reasons to remember the town of Langtry. The town started as a grading camp during the building of the Southern Pacific railroad in 1882 to connect New Orleans and San Antonio with Los Angeles and San Francisco. Why the town was named Langtry is a bit uncertain. Legend has it that Judge Roy Bean became so enamored with pictures of the English singer that it was he who gave the town its name of Langtry, The Judge is remembered in history for not having an established pattern for rendering judgements but his judgements were always sound. Langtry became a ranching community and had a population of several hundred around the turn of the century. Today it has only a few occupied homes but it does have the Judge Roy Bean Visitor Center that preserves the second of two buildings that housed Roy Bean's saloon, billiard parlor, and courtroom. The town is on Loop 25 off of U.S. Highway 90 about 40 miles east of Dryden. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Lobo
COUNTY: Culberson
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: No residents Left.
REMAINS: Many abandoned and occupied original buildings.
One might call Lobo a modern ghost town. Mostly abandoned in the late 1960s, the town has few residents today. In the 1880s, the Southern Pacific Railroad drilled a water well in the area that became Lobo as a steam engine water stop, depot, and live stock loading pens. Early in the 1990s, land promoters brought settlers to the area and started drilling water wells to irrigate agricultural crops. A small agricultural boom occurred around the time of World War I and also during the years following World War II. Cotton farming was the principle crop but the cost of irrigating exceeded the income and Lobo began a rapid decline. Today, more houses are abandoned than are occupied. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

UPDATE: The reincarnation of Lobo, Texas For more than 100 years Lobo was a thriving little desert town and watering stop for the railroad. In 1991 Lobo was abandoned by its last residents. 10 years later three desert loving individuals and their friends began the process of rebuilding Lobo. Their goal is to turn Lobo into a place where it is possible to express oneself in a multitude of ways. Staring in 2003 there will be an annual music, art and performance festival in Lobo. Website: http://www.lobo-texas.com

NAME: Longfellow
COUNTY: Pecos
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A few Residents.
REMAINS: Many abandoned railroad structures and a few occupied buildings.
Mexican ranchers first settled the area that later became Longfellow, named after the poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow by the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1881. The town became a livestock shipping point after the railroad built a depot and facilities for supplying water to steam locomotives. As time passed, a community developed around the Longfellow railroad station. With the advent of diesel locomotives and other improved transportation methods, the economic base for Longfellow began to decline. In 1944, the freight and telegraph office for the railroad closed and the water well facilities were closed in 1954. A few residents remain but there are no stores. However, the abandoned railroad structures remain. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Mentone
COUNTY: Loving
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A few current residents.
REMAINS: Many buildings.
Mentone is a twentieth century ghost town having first been laid out in 1922. Almost a decade passed before the site was inhabited and that was due to the discovery of oil nearby in the Wheat Oil Field in 1930. By July, 1931 the town had several hotels, drugstores, cafes, filling stations, two recreation halls and an oil refinery. Mentone is located in Loving County, which is the least populated county in Texas. In 1933, which was the county's most populous year, it had an estimated six hundred residents, most of them in Mentone. As oil production declined, so did Mentone. By 1940, it had only 150 residents. Today, maybe twenty or thirty. The townsite is full of debris from the time of the oil boom as well as the County Courthouse and abandoned homes and buildings. Mentone is on Texas highway 302 about 25 miles north of Pecos. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Orla 
COUNTY: Reeves 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Hot winter, hell in the summer 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Early spring COMMENTS: Only a handful of residents, located approx. 30 miles northwest of pecos, tx 
REMAINS: Many old buildings and some oil field companies
Brought to life by the oil boom, orla has almost blown away with the wind. Only being held down by the oil companies who work there and the near by lake, red bluff. Submitted by: Clifford Wilkinson
NAME: Pine Spring
COUNTY: Culberson
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Very few residents.
REMAINS: A few structures.
Pine Spring was never considered a town. It actually was a way station for travelers at the remote Guadalupe Pass in Far West Texas. The Pine Spring station, popularly called the Pinery, was one of the original stops on the Butterfield Overland Mail route in the late 1850s from St. Louis and Memphis across the American Southwest to San Francisco, a distance of 2,795 miles. In the late 1920s, it became a stop for auto travelers when a highway opened from El Paso to Carlsbad, New Mexico. Pine Spring remained in use until 1859 when the route for the mail was changed to a more southerly one through Fort Stockton and Fort Davis to El Paso. After the route was changed, the station fell vacant and without maintenance it fell into ruins. Pine Spring is on the north side of the crest of the Guadalupe Pass in the Guadalupe Mountains National Park on U.S. Highway 62/180. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Pyote
COUNTY: Ward
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Anytime COMMENTS: About 50 people
west of monohans off of interstate 20
old hanger south west of town and a small museum, next to the old gym..
REMAINS: Old foundations, crumbling buildings, and some standing buildings.
I don't know the exact dates, but in the early 1900's, late 1800's, a family started a small ranch in this area. Other families came and settled. Southern Pacific had track running through the small town. Oil was found to the north in Winkler County, so the settlers tried there luck with oil and Pyote became a little oilfield community.

In the late 30's early 40's, the Army Air Corp had opened the Rattlesnake Bomber Base. The name came about because of all of the Rattlesnake dens in the area.

The population of Pyote was around 10,000 people in the 40's and 50's.
The old hanger even housed the Enola Gay before it dropped the bomb in Nagasawki and Hiroshima.

After World War II, the base closed down and the once thriving small city, became nothing more than a small town.

Today, Pyote has about 75 people. It has a small church, where my father preaches. Texaco has recently built some sort of small field office there. The Texas Youth Commission has a juvenile correction facility there. It has a small store that serves as a last minute stop for anyone traveling towards El Paso. If you love History, especially the History of West Texas, this is an interesting stop.

Wink is just 15 miles North of Pyote and has the Roy Orbison Museum.

Submitted by: Trey Oglesby 

After WW2 Pyote was used as a place to "pickle" and store bombers. The dry climate was better for preserving them while it was decided what to do with them. I remember passing by as a young child and seeing hundreds, probably thousands, of B-17 and B-29 bombers, in long rows that seemed to stretch forever. It was a sight that I have never forgotten; it really put forth to me America's power and might, and at the same time was sad, like a graveyard. Dr. Larry Thomson. 

NAME: Rattlesnake Bomber Base 
COUNTY: Ward 
ROADS: 4WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Texas desert 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring COMMENTS: Rattlesnake Bomber Base was once home to the Enola Gay. The original base entryway still stands off I-20 but the base is a descent way off. Most of the hangers are still there and are the remains of several WWII bombers, though thanks to the bascisity of the dirt, they are rusted beyond salvagability. 4WD isn't actually nesicary once you're there but the majority of the driving involved is through West Texas desert which is overgrown with mesquite and tumbleweed so puntured tires are quite likely. 
REMAINS: Several hangers, several B-29's
See Comments... Submitted by: Stevan Gajic 

After WW2 the Rattlesnake Bomber Base, which was at Pyote, Texas, was used as a place to "pickle" and store bombers. The dry climate was better for temporarily preserving them while it was decided what to do with them. I remember passing by as a young child and seeing hundreds, probably thousands, of B-17 and B-29 bombers, in long rows that seemed to stretch forever. It was a sight that I have never forgotten; it really put forth to me America's power and might, and at the same time was sad, like a graveyard of valiant warriors. Dr. Larry Thomson
NAME: Rustler springs -tarver-sulphuria 
COUNTY: Culberson 
ROADS: 2WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Never a problem 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time COMMENTS: Rustler spring. Later changed to tarver. Later changed to sulphuria. Postoffice 1908/1910. 1920/1969. 
REMAINS: Duval sulphur plant remains
Tovar , originally, becamesulphuria, then becamerustler springs. Located 42 mi n of kent and 5 mi w of the reeves county line in east central culberson county. Since the early 1900's the town has been the site of a sulfur plant. A post office known as tarver operated there from 1908 until 1910 with j. F. Carter as postmaster. A second local post office, named sulphuria, operated in the 1920's. After the atchison, topeka and sf rr built a 22 mi spur south from new mexico to the duval sulphur plant in 1969, the site became known as rustler springs, named for the rustler hills to the west. Submitted by: Samuel W McWhorter
NAME: Salt Flat
COUNTY: Hudspeth
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Much to see.
REMAINS: Mainly abandonded buildings.
The maximum population at Salt Flat was fifty-four residents. Located in northeastern Hudspeth County on U.S. Highway 62/180 about 69 miles east of El Paso, Salt Flat served as a stopping place for travelers using the new highway that connected El Paso and Carlsbad, New Mexico that opened in 1929. The small community had several gas stations, cafes and a tourist court. The town takes its name from the natural salt flats that lie on the southwest side of the Guadalupe Mountains. The flat provided salt to inhabitants of the Rio Grande Valley for centuries and was hauled as far north as the Sacramento Mountains. Salt production ceased during the late 1930s. Salt Flat today is mostly a collection of abandoned and deteriorating buildings. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

UPDATE:As of my visit in '96 the town consisted of about 5 buildings including a working Cafe and, apparently, a post office (visible in the second photo below, behind the telephone pole at the left). The cafe featured chili cheeseburgers (with chili peppers) and much-needed ice cream. The picture doesn't do the desolation of the place justice -- what you see in that photo is really *all* the place consists of, there are maybe 1-2 other buildings behind the cafe in that picture. The town is indeed along the highway from Carlsbad to El Paso. There were really no other buildings to be seen anywhere on that highway between those 2 cities, except for a gas station in "Dell Junction" where we found the gas pumps padlocked. Other towns listed on the map turned out nonexistant. - Peter Zurich

NAME: Samfordyce
COUNTY: Hidalgo
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Sullivan City.
REMAINS: A few ruins.
When postal authorities received an application for a post office to be named Sam Fordyce, a financial backer for a railway, they refused to grant a post office name consisting of two words. The application was resubmitted combining both names into one and the town of Samfordyce was born on November 3, 1905. The community began as the western terminus for the St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexico Railway in 1905, a town planned to become the center for irrigated agriculture. By 1910, the town had been reduced to vacant hotels, empty stores and fewer than five families. The plans for irrigation did not materialize. The town had a second beginning late in 1910 because of the revolutionary activity on the other side of the Rio Grande in Mexico. Federal troops were sent to Samfordyce along with thousands of cars of freight to be warehoused in the town to support the troops. When the need for the troops no longer existed, the military post was closed and by 1920 the town again was in decline and the post office closed in 1926. Samfordyce was given a third opportunity to survive when oil was discovered in 1934 in a field north of the town. The Samfordyce Oil Field produced considerable oil through the World War II years after which petroleum production declined and the town became a ghost for the third time. All that the visitor will see today are scattered ruins of a town that thrice died. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Sanco
COUNTY: Coke
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Robert Lee.
REMAINS: Many abandoned buildings.
Sanco survived longer than most small towns whose population never exceeded more than thirty families. Its settlement began in the 1880s and its last store closed in the early 1970s. The town consisted mostly of cotton farmers and a few cattle ranchers. During World War I, severe drought forced the closure of many small farms. Soon thereafter, those who were left found it impossible to compete with newer and larger farms on the South Plains and in the Panhandle. Gradually, all the former cotton fields returned to grassland and range use. Sanco had a general store, school, Methodist and Baptist churches, and an automobile garage among other businesses, the remains of which are there to see. The town is located just off state highway 208 about halfway between the towns of Silver and Robert Lee. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Shafter
COUNTY: Presidio
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: North of Presidio,TX on hwy US 67
REMAINS: Unknown.
The term "Ghost Town" implies the only residents are "Ghosts." Not so in Shafter. There are a few families, probably less than ten that still call Shafter home. Th town had its beginning about 1854 when a rancher named John Spencer, a part-time prospector, found ore rich in silver. The main difficulty at this time were the Apache Indians who were raiding the settlers, killing their occupants and burning their homes. Spencer knew he could not set up mining operations under these circumstances. He had told no one of his secret. He then shared his discovery with a Major Shafter who at the time was commanding officer of a cavalry troop. Major Shafter traveled to San Francisco where he raised enough money to start the Presidio Mining Company and operations began. At its best time, there were about 4000 residents in Shafter. In 1931, the price of silver dropped so low all mining operations came to a halt. Much remains to be seen by the visitor as Shafter once appeared during its glory days. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenowith
NAME: Silver
COUNTY: Coke
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Current ranch community.
REMAINS: A few occupied buildings.
Although Silver was first settled in the late 1880s, its importance as a town did not come until 1940 when an oil field was discovered about a mile from the schoolhouse. Up to that time, the town averaged only ten residents. It took only a few years for the population to grow to a thousand residents, most living in modest homes built and owned by the Sun Oil Company. By1949, Sun had brought in fifty-nine producing wells in what had become known as the Jameson Oil Field. In addition to a million-dollar school building, the town had several churches, a recreation hall, grocery stores, cafes and other businesses to support the population. As happened before to other oil towns, Silver began its decline in the mid 1960s when Sun Oil closed most of its operations due to declining production. The town returned to what it was prior to the 1940s, a ranch community with about six occupied homes. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

The article regarding the ghost town of Silver, Texas states that oil was first discovered in 1940. In 1946 my father, Jack Keith, was the Foreman-In-Charge of the Discovery Well, on property owned by Allen Jameson. This well was drilled and brought in as an oil producer in 1946.
I worked in the office in the Jameson Field from 1948 to 1954 during the time when the town reached it's peak populaton.
Thank you,
J. D. (Doug) Keith 
NAME: Smeltertown
COUNTY: El Paso
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Much too see.
REMAINS: Many buildings.
No town was ever more appropriately named than was Smeltertown. On the banks of the Rio Grande, it grew to become a Spanish speaking community named after the copper and lead smelters which was the economic base for the town. It existed for almost a hundred years before its residents were forced to move because of high levels of lead poisoning that existed in the area. The town began with the smelter built in 1887 by the Kansas City Consolidated Smelting and Refining Company. Eventually, it became more important as a smelter for both lead and copper ores from the American Southwest. At the turn of the century, the Kansas City company merged with several other firms to form the American Smelting and Refining Company, which operated the smelter since that time. Medical tests conducted in 1972 indicated that one out of every four children suffered from lead poisoning originating from the smelter. Residents were forced to leave the area and all the former homes were razed leaving only rows of elm trees, sidewalks, the school and the shell of San Jose de Cristo Rey Church. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth
NAME: Stiles
COUNTY: Reagan
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: The courthouse is a must see.
REMAINS: The courthouse.
Stiles is another town that all but died because of the location of the railroad. Named after William G. Stiles, who applied for and was granted a post office in April of 1894, the town became the Reagan County seat of justice in 1903. A new two-story stone courthouse was completed in October of 1911 but the demise of Stiles actually began a year earlier when a local land owner refused to grant a right-of-way to the Kansas City, Mexico and Orient Railroad who planned a railroad to run through Stiles. As a result, the line ran twenty miles to the south of Stiles and a new town was born named Big Lake. The new town boomed and Stiles stagnated when the county seat was moved to Big Lake in 1925. Stiles is now noted for its big empty stone courthouse. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

 

It isn’t likely that a tourist will ever see the old Reagan County Courthouse at Stiles unless he is looking for it, or just flat lost.
But if he, intentionally or otherwise, happened to corner off at the Big Lake on US Highway 67 onto Ranch Road 33 and go 12 miles north and then turn northwest on 1800, he would soon find it . . . close to Centralia Draw on the Middle Concho, among the flat tablelands and low hills typical of the northern rim of the Edwards Plateau.

This was sheep and cattle country when Gordon Stiles and G. W. Shields gave land for the capital of a new county in 1903 - - - some 1130 sections sliced off Tom Green and named for the illustrious John Henninger Reagan.

It is still good ranching country, with some irrigated crops coming on. The most valuable part of Reagan County turned out to be underground, not on top.

Stiles got away to a good start, as young western towns went. By 1907 it had a newspaper, The Journal, edited by J. Marvin Hunter (who was to make himself famous, at least regionally, in later years as publisher of the The Frontier Times at Bandera.) There was talk as the Kansas City, Mexico, and Orient ran surveys through Stiles. But it was another familiar, sad story : A big rancher wouldn’t let the rails come through. The Orient went to Big Lake, instead in 1911 and 14 years later so did the county seat. That happened on May 23. 1925.

Big Lake took its name from a depression in the earth that trapped runoff from occasional rains and was the only watering place between the Concho and Commanche Springs in Fort Stockton. As such it had been a favorite campsite for Indians, Mexicans, traders and cattle drivers.

It may have been known to the Spaniards, Martin and Castillo, when they explored the Concho watershed in 1650.

All of this faded into the background when the Santa Rita No. 1 roared in a dozen miles west of Big Lake. The discovery of oil created a fabulous new life for southern Reagan, as well as for the University of Texas which happened to own about two-thirds of the whole country. Reagan County now produces oil and minerals worth $25 million a year ( 1973 figures). The Permanent University Fund’s surge toward its first half-billion actually started May 28, 1923, at the Santa Rita.

The old courthouse at what was Stiles ( population 16 in the 1960 census ) is a neat, solid-looking, square-cut building of native stone. In 1966 it was still being used, apparently as an outpost of Reagan County’s road maintenance forces.

 

 

History of Stiles Courthouse

Stiles located on Centralia Draw and approximately in the center of the county, was the only town when Reagan County was organized, in May 1903. G. W. (Rome) Shields deeded the land to the county for the courthouse for $379.44. This property was known as the Public Square. The first courthouse was a small frame building costing less than $500. About a year later a bond election was held to vote $5,000 to build a more substantial courthouse, jail and stone vault. In November 1910 a bond election was held and voted $20,000 in 40 year bonds to erect a two-story stone building on the Public Square. The contract for this building first went to August Balfanz, San Angleo. However, according to records of the Commissioners Court dated Feb. 2, 1911, more than 30 days had elapsed and August Balfanz had failed to and refused to take the bonds and begin work. . . so the Court rescinded the order. Then on the next day, Feb. 3, 1911, the Court again met and awarded the contract to William Martin of Commanche, Texas "according to plans submitted and specifications filed." Mr. Martin was to begin work immediately and to complete the building in eight months. On Oct. 25, 1911 the new courthouse was finished and inspected by the Commissioners Court. On Nov. 13, 1911 the old frame courthouse was sold at public auction to T. D. Lucas, who was the highest bidder for $107.50

The new courthouse was built of native stone that was quarried from the hillside just about one half mile away. A. H. Garner, a newcomer to the county, helped haul the heavy stones in a wagon pulled by mules. Other men who hauled the stones were Tom Lucas, who used mules hitched to his wagon, and a Mr. Shepard who used donkeys. Mr. Garner was a stone mason by trade by trade but was unable to work on the courthouse because he belonged to the Stonemasons Union and this job was not a union one.

The building went up quickly and was a source of pride for all the area. Nowhere else in West Texas was there a courthouse to match this one in attractiveness and in value. But almost at once there was a dark harbinger of ill times. In 1910 the Kansas City, Mexico and Orient Railroad planned to build a railroad up Centralia Draw from San Angelo through Fort Stockton. But a prominent land owner in Reagan County refused to sell the right-of-way. So the line swung twenty miles to the south, bypassing Stiles. Big Lake was born in 1911 and just about caught up in size with Stiles in 1919. In 1923 the famed Santa Rita oil well was brought in near the railroad west of Big Lake. Big lake boomed and in 1925 a vote for moving the county seat to Big Lake was passed by 292 to 94. After that Stiles slowly died.

Utilized as a community center, the still attractive and roomy building was used for many community parties, barbecues and dances, and as a school for one year. The Stiles Dance Club used the building for years for their monthly dances.

Source: The Reagan County Story - published in 1974 Submitted by Harvey M. Dixon. 

UPDATE:Hi. I am from Big Lake, TX. I am writing you concerning Stiles, TX. I found it listed in your website, and I have some information for you that may be helpful to your site. The information I will be providing comes directly from the Thursday, April 15, 1999 edition of our local newspaper, The Big Lake Wildcat. I realize that there are copyright laws and such, so I hope that I won't get in trouble for copying this to send to you, but I want you to have the info exactly as it is in the paper. Here goes. ARREST MADE IN STILES ARSON CASE--Big Lake Wildcat April 15, 1999 "A Midland man has been arrested and charged with 18 counts of arson following a lenghty investigation by local officers and Texas Rangers as well as local and area fire departments. Ralph Durwood Denton, 62, of Midland is charged with arson in 7 counties, including Reagan County. In Reagan County, Denton is charged with fires at the Johnson farm, a building near Reagan County gin, the old store at Stiles, and three attempts at the Stiles Courthouse itself. The case against Denton originally broke February 16 when a citizen of Reagan County noticed a vehical at the site of the original fire at Reagan County gin. The citizen followed the vehicle and was also in communication with Reagan County Sheriff's officers. Sheriff's officers located the suspect vehicle at Stiles near the historical marker. After observing Denton, officers detained him for questioning at Reagan County Courthouse. At the Sheriff's Office, Denton was interviewed on videotape by Chief Deputy Daryl Reber and Big Lake Fire Chief Doc Robertson. Some alleged evidence was observed and recovered from Denton's vehicle at that time, including items known to have been used in arson cases. Denton is charged with arson in Reagan County, Tom Green County, Concho, McCulloch, Upton, Pecos, and Midland counties. Denton is retired from the U.S. Navy. He is currently in Midland County jail where he was arrested by Texas Rangers and arraigned. Bond was set at $250,000. Two charges will be filed in Reagan County. One charge will be arson. The other charge will be arson enhanced with an injury to a firefigther. Both charges pertain to the Stiles Courthouse. Locally, bond is expected to be set in the amount of $25,000 for the arson case, and $50,000 for the injury to a firefighter charge. In addition to Reagan County officers, BLVFD investigators, Texas Rangers Jess Malone of Midland and Jerry Byrnes of Ozona and most recently assisted in the investigation. Arson cases in Reagan County: 1. The old Pettit Home at Stiles was completely destroyed by a fire December 6, 1998. 2. December 24, the first attempt to burn the Stiles Courthouse was made. 3. On Christmas Day 1998, a second attempt to burn the Stiles Courthouse was made. 4. On Christmas Day 1998, a vacant farm house in North Reagan County was burned to the ground. Firefighters were responding to that call when they saw smoke coming from the Stiles Courthouse. 5. A structure fire at Stiles was reported at 3:00 p.m. Monday, December 28. That house was formerly the Jo Nell Carnes residence and it was a total loss. Also on Monday, firefighters in Upton County responded to a case of arson at the old Mule Train tavern, just west of Rankin. 6. On January 3, 1999 the Stiles Courthouse was completly consumed on the inside by a fire set by an arsonist. 7. January 7, 1999 a vacant farmhouse at Sprayberry was burned to the ground. Reagan County Sheriff Efrain Gonzales said, 'A lot of credit needs to be given to members of the fire department and a lot of others. We had North Reagan County under survellience for a long time and firemen went above and beyond the call of duty to assist in every way they could.' " 
NAME: Terlingua
COUNTY: Brewster
ROADS: 2WD
GRID: 2
CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer
BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Off highway 170 west of highway 118 junction.
REMAINS: Several buildings.
Terlingua is truly a most interesting ghost town but is somewhat remote. Its name refers to the Spanish tres lenguas or three languages. The assumption is after Spanish then Americans settled in the area, it first being an Indian village, the three languages were Indian, Spanish and American. Unknown to anybody in the area, a Howard E. Perry of Portland, Maine owned much of the land. When cinnabar was discovered, two locals found out who owned the land and wrote to Perry asking if he would sell the property. Perry became curious and through a local source discovered the reason for the inquiry. He immediately hired a manager and started mining operations and development of the town. He owned everything in sight. He literally owned the town and everything in it. Profits were modest at first. World War I created a demand for mercury and the town flourished. The end of the war was the beginning of the end for Terlingua. A caretaker is the lone resident of a fascinating ghost town. SUBMITTED BY : Henry Chenoweth.
NAME: Vieja Springs 
COUNTY: Presidio 
ROADS: 4WD 
GRID: 2 
CLIMATE: Cold in winter hot in summer, but dry 
BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime COMMENTS: Vieja Springs is located in Vieja Pass in Presido County between Valentine, Texas and Vieja Ranch. Was the original trail from Valentine to Rio Grande area back when Pancho Villa was around. 
REMAINS: Fort Holland on the east and Rock House at Vieja Springs.
Vieja Springs was the only source of good drinking water for miles around. The springs run continously year around. Vieja Ranch headquarters was built at the springs and was owned by Evans Means for many years until his death on the ranch in the late 1970's. Pancho Villa and his bandits used the ranch and the rock house headquarters to evade the law and the military from 1915 to 1920's.The ranch headquarters and the springs set in a rocky mountain desert setting along side the Rim Rock. The Rim Rock looks like the side of a mountain cut in half with the west side being the rim rock (very high rock cliffs) and the east side sloping gently to the east.Used extensively, by the troops from Fort Holland and Dios E Ocho Creek Camp, while tracking Villa's bandits and protecting local ranchers and their properties. Submitted by: Clarence Louviere

TEXAS GHOSTOWNS, SECTION 3 (central Texas)

(from http://www.ghosttowns.com/states/tx/tx.html)
NAME: Avenger Field

COUNTY: Nolan

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Right off I-20 .

REMAINS: The runways. 

 Over fifty years ago, Avenger Field earned the distinction of being the largest all-female air base in American history. It is now Sweetwater Airport as it was prior to World War II. The Women's Airforce Service Pilots, or WASP as it was known, actually began training women pilots in November 1942 at Howard Hughes field in Houston. In February 1943 Avenger Field became an all-female installation except for a few male instructors and other officers. Avenger Field remained a WASP training base until December of 1944 when it closed having fulfilled its mission. During its existence, 1,074 women pilots were trained at the facility including the thirty-seven that gave their lives in the service of their country. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

photos: avenger

========================================

NAME: Bankersmith 

COUNTY: Kendall 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Warm summer/mild winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time  COMMENTS: Two miles south of Grapetown near South Grape Creek, thirteen miles south of Fredericksburg. Take several country roads to get to the town site. 

REMAINS: Unknown  

 Bankersmith is similar to Grapetown because it ceased to exist after the disuse of the Fredericksburg & Northern Railroad. Bankersmith began as a depot on the railroad named after Temple D. "Banker" Smith.The land is on private property and the station was destroyed along with the original residences. Submitted by: Chris Lea  

======================================

NAME: Belle Plain

COUNTY: Callahan

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Just south of Baird.

REMAINS: A couple of houses (partial) and a 3 story college.  

 One of the most promising towns in West Texas during the 1870s was Belle Plain. The town experienced slow growth with only three businesses operating during its first year, which was 1876. By 1880, however, the population had increased to around three hundred and supported a hotel, several mercantile stores and a newspaper among a number of other businesses. Doctors and lawyers were among the town's professionals. One of the first institutions of higher learning in West Texas was the Belle Plain College. The school offered the full classical course of studies as well as the sciences and liberal arts. However, the reputation of Belle Plain College rested with its music department and its twelve grand pianos. The college flourished as well as the town for a few years until the severe drought of 1886-1887 from which neither could recover. The school closed its doors in 1892. By 1897, only four families inhabited the town. Today, Belle Plain is a true ghost town. It leaves the remains of the college building and a residence or two, both of which have suffered greatly from the elements. Belle Plain is located only about a mile east of U.S. Highway 283 about six and a half miles south of Baird, but reaching the site requires a circuitous route on graded country roads. Visitors will pass near the nicely maintained Belle Plain cemetery. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

Belle Plain was settled in the late 1800's around 1890. It was a town that had big spurts of population increases. It was expected to grow into a town as large as San Angelo, Texas, when the railroad was going to be brought through. The railroads never went thruogh Belle Plain. It went 6 miles north to Baird. population started declinming and soon enough, it became deserted. It once had 5 businesses and about 1,000 people at it's peak. It had a college and that had an attendance of 300 people. Submitted by: Sean Michael 

==================================

NAME: Bryant Station

COUNTY: Milam

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Buckholts out of Waco.

REMAINS: The cemetery. 

 The Battle of San Jacinto produced a hero by the name of Benjamin Franklin Bryant. Sam Houston, a friend of Bryant, as president of the Republic of Texas appointed him a representative of the republic in dealing with the Indians. Bryant was asked to establish a trading post on the Little River northwest of Washington-on-the-Brazos. It was to serve as a buffer between the Indians on the west and white settlements to the east. Bryant built a house for his family along the lines of a small fort from which he traded with the Indians. It wasn't long before a community grew up around Bryant's home taking the name of Bryant Station. The settlement prospered until after the Civil War when the Santa Fe Railway built north of the settlement in 1881 and the railroad town of Buckholts was established only four mile away. Bryant Station began to decline and by 1900 was nearly a ghost town. The settlement has disappeared leaving only its cemetery to mark its one time existence. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

==============================

NAME: Calf Creek or Tucker or Deland

COUNTY: Mcculloch

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Brady.

REMAINS: Cemetery and a few foundations. 

 Calf Creek is known more for an event that occurred before its founding rather than for its existence as a town. The event was a fight between Jim Bowie and ten companions against an overwhelming number of Indians in 1831 won by Bowie, et al. Ranchers began populating the area in the 1870s and 80s. The town was originally named Deland, then Tucker and finally Calf Creek. The first two names are family names of landowners where the town was then situated. Calf Creek was the name of a stream where the early ranchers built a corral for calves during weaning. Over a period of time, the town actually moved two different times, finally settling in what is now Calf Creek which is a true ghost town. Still standing is a four-room concrete block schoolhouse built in1921, a large cemetery and foundations of several former buildings. Calf Creek is in southern McCulloch County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Calf Creek

Courtesy Daniel Gulino

photos:  calf1, 2

==================================

NAME: Cain City 

COUNTY: Gillespie 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Warm summer/mild winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time  COMMENTS: Seven miles south of Fredericksburg on 290. 

REMAINS: Not much  

 Cain City's first resident was J.C. Stinson of San Antonio who settled in 1913. The second building in Cain City was a Fredericksburg & Northern depot and the town boomed in 1914. A warehouse, lumberyard, post-office, hotel, school, bank and two general stores were built. Several dozen houses were also built. Cain City started to lose its occupants in 1922. By the early 1940's, the town was slowly withering away. The hotel was torn down in 1942 and the railroad was shut down in 1944. What is left of Cain City is observed at the intersection of the old Luckenbach road and Broadway. The remains are a few bricks of the bank vault on a small one-foot high wall around a blue ranch house. All the other buildings and railroad tracks were destroyed. There now are several houses along the roads were Cain City once thrived. Submitted by: Chris Lea  

====================================

NAME: Callahan City

COUNTY: Callahan

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Belle Plain.

REMAINS: Nothing. 

 Callahan City never had a large population despite its importance along the Western Cattle Trail. The trail led from Texas northward to Dodge City, Kansas and was used to herd cattle to market. There were a number of feeder trails that led into the main trail, one of which was the feeder trail from San Antonio. It was that trail that included a waterhole known as Deep Hole on Deep Creek. Not far from Deep Hole was the site where Callahan City was born in the mid 1870s. The town's place in history is described in its bitter battle with Belle Plain to become the county seat of Callahan County. The town was never successful in it efforts despite several attempts. Even so, Callahan City remained an active town for several years due to its nearness to the Western Trail. Then came the West Texas draught of 1886-87 that finished the town for good. Its only physical evidence left is a large oak tree near a country road that was the center of town in the years gone by. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

==========================================

NAME: Camp Verde

COUNTY: Kerr

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: On SR 72.

REMAINS: Store, cemetery, and what is left of the military post. 

 The U.S. Army post of Camp Verde was established in 1855 and the town of Camp Verde followed shortly thereafter. The military post was one of many situated to protect the Texas frontier. A post office for the Camp Verde community opened in 1858 and is still operating as part of the Camp Verde store. The community was subject to Indian attacks until after the Civil War as were other small towns along the frontier. Today the Camp Verde community consists of the Camp Verde store, the cemetery and the remains of the military post. The town is located in Kerr County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

==========================

NAME: Chalk Mountain

COUNTY: Erath

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Current residents.

REMAINS: A few structures and current residents. 

 Chalk Mountain at its zenith had eighty-one inhabitants. And that was at the turn of the century. Originally established as a trading center before the Civil War, the settlement had its start in the 1850s but did not become a town until the 1870s when its post office first opened. By 1910, the population had decreased to fifty residents. The most prominent building today is the two-story frame Masonic lodge. The lodge occupied the second floor with the first floor being the town store. At last count, there were about six occupied residences. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

photos: chaulk1, 2

========================================

NAME: Loyal Valley or Cold Springs

COUNTY: Mason

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Mason.

REMAINS: A few buildings. 

 German immigrant farmers were the first to occupy Loyal Valley in the late 1850s. The town was first called Cold Creek, a name taken from a creek that flowed through the area. Loyal Valley was a stage stop on the road from San Antonio westward to El Paso. A two story stone building that was the stagecoach inn still stands at the center of the former town. Not well known to present day generations is the incident of 1870 when an Apache raiding party captured an eleven year old boy named Herman Lehmann. The boy was born near Loyal Valley in 1859 and lived in the town with his family when the raid occurred. He lived with the Apaches for four years then killed an Apache medicine man. The young German spent a year alone living on the plains. He then joined a Comanche tribe and spent four more years with them becoming a warrior and participating in Indian raids against white settlements. Belonging to one of the last Comanche bands to surrender to the U.S. Army at Fort Sill in 1879, he was identified as a white captive and, against his will, was returned to his family at Loyal Valley. His mother had remarried and was operating the stagecoach inn at the time of his return. He never fully adjusted to life in the German community although he did marry and raised a family in Loyal Valley. He died in the town in 1932 and is buried in the Loyal Valley cemetery which is just off U.S. Highway 87 on Loop 2242 about 18 miles southeast of Mason. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Store at Loyal Valley in the late 1860's

Courtesy Sophienburg Museum, New Braunfels, Texas 

 photo: loyalvalley

===============================

NAME: Cryer creek 

COUNTY: Navarro 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Tempreture is mild in winter and hot in summer. 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: The best time to visit would be in milder seasons.  COMMENTS: It is located at the intersection of f.m. 1126 and 2930, four miles north of Barry, Tx. Cryer Creek took its name from anearby creek. Settlers thought a fall in the stream sounded like a woman crying. 

REMAINS: There is not to much to see except for a cemetery, and an old building that was once a grocery store.  

 The site was first settled in 1854 by Wm. Melton, who before 1855 was joined by a number of other settlers. Dock Garlington and Wilt Stokes opened a general store there in 1878; this store still existed in 1962, when it was run by Minnie Garlington Walker. In 1879 Bud Conger opened the Cryer Creek post office, which was moved to Barry in 1907. By 1884 Cryer Creek had a district school, two stores, three churches, three steam cotton gins-gristmills, and a population of 100. The population rose to 150 in 1890 and peaked at 200 in 1892, but the town began to decline after the Texas and St. Louis Railway bypassed it. The Cryer Creek school had 85 students in 1906. In the 1930's the community consisted of a church, a school, a cemetery, and a number of scattered dwellings, and from 1936 to the end of the 1960's it reported 75 residents. From 1970 to 1990 the population was reported as fifteen. Submitted by: Anna Penny  

--------------------------------

NAME: Doole or Gansel

COUNTY: McCulloch

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Brady.

REMAINS: Cement Bleachers, foundations. 

 The population of Doole never exceeded 250 inhabitants and that was during the 1930s and 1940s. The town was first inhabited in 1908 with the building of a school for the children of ranchers and farmers in the area. The school was the town's first building. The first stores were built in 1910. A short while later, the community felt the need for a post office and made application for one to be called Gansel. The postmaster of a neighboring town, a David Doole Jr., provided instructions on how to proceed. Postal Authorities denied the request to use the name Gansel. As a gesture of appreciation for the help provided by David Doole Jr., the name Doole was submitted and approved. The school was the primary building in town, having a football and baseball field with permanent cement bleachers. After World War II, the town began to loose its residential population due to the consolidation of agriculture and the resultant decline of small family farms. The school buildings are gone but the cement bleachers remain giving the appearance of the ruins of a Roman amphitheater. Doole can be seen at the intersection of Farm to Market Road 503 with Farm to Market Road 765 in extreme western McCulloch County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

photos: Doole1, 2

Courtesy Dan Gulino

=====================================

NAME: Fry

COUNTY: Brown

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Hords Creek Lake.

REMAINS: Ruins only. 

 Boom towns are here today and gone tomorrow. Fry was an oil boomtown. The town was born in 1926 and died in 1934. During the span of eight years, the town of Fry captured the attention of thousands that came to the newly discovered oil field with the hope of making their fortune. It all started when a James W. Quinn and two partners bought leases covering 876 acres from ranchers and farmers, most of them members of the Fry family. Production from the Fry field was enormous, so much so that oil transportation was a major problem. Nor only were pipelines laid to transport oil to outside connections, but two refineries were constructed to handle the production. By 1934, the annual production had declined so drastically that it equaled only that of a single month in 1927. The end was in sight for Fry. It is now a ghost town. All that is left are some concrete footings and sidewalks that lead to nowhere. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

====================================

NAME: Grapetown 

COUNTY: Gillespie/Kendall 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Warm summer/winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring, fall  COMMENTS: Hard to find, about 11 miles south of Fredericksburg. Take U.S. 290 to the old Luckenbach road and turn left on Broadway, which leads to Grapetown Road. All buildings on fenced property. 

REMAINS: Schoolhouse, stables, abandoned buildings, , ranch houses  

 Grapetown came and went with the Fredericksburg & Northern Railroad. First settler was John Hemphill in 1848. The following settlers were mostly German. Doebbler's old stone stables were built in 1860 and are the oldest remaining structure. Other buildings are an abondoned house, the repainted Rausch ranch house, and the red tin roofed limestone schoolhouse. There is also supposedly a cemetery and community center in existance, but I saw neither on my visit to Grapetown. Several private ranches have been built along the road in recent years. Submitted by: Chris Lea  

=================================

NAME: Gruene 

COUNTY: Comal 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Hot Summer, Mild winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Any time  COMMENTS: Now a shopping district in New Braunfels on the opposite bank of the Guadalupe River, there are many signs to direct you.Go shopping, sample some wine, eat great foot, and stay at bed and breakfasts to get the feeling of the town. 

REMAINS: Many buildings still intact, now occupied by restaurants, businesses, and bed & breakfasts. Dance hall one of the oldest in Texas  

 Developed around gristmill and mercantile, and named Gruene(prounounced Green) after town's founder who owned mercantile and Gristmill. Dance hall stayed in operation throughout the years and was on the Hunter Ceiling Fans commercial in the late 1990s. Now a popular tourist area for shopping and recreation. Gruene is now in the New Braunfels city limits. Time of vacancy not known, but at one time most buildings were vacant. Submitted by: Nathan Vance

----------------------------------------------------------------------

NAME: Helena

COUNTY: Karnes

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Make sure to see the county courthouse.

REMAINS: Many historical markers and ruins 

 Helena is another example of a town that was but no longer is because of its decision to not pay a bonus to the railroad to avoid the railroad bypassing the town. As a result, its president chose to route the line between San Antonio and the gulf coast via Beeville. The town was founded in 1852 and in time became an important South Texas town. Despite its reputation for lawlessness, Helena remained the commercial center of Karnes County until it was bypassed by the railroad during the mid 1880s. With the passage of time, Helena became a town with fewer and fewer residents until it finally joined the list of virtual ghost towns. The visitor will see several historical markers, the general and Masonic cemeteries, the ruins of numerous buildings and the 1872 Karnes County Courthouse that has been preserved as a historical monument and museum. Helena is found at the intersection of Texas Highway 80 and Farm to Market Road 81 in north central Karnes County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Helena 

Courtesy Karnes County Library, Karnes City, Texas 

photo: 

NAME: La Reunion

COUNTY: Dallas

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Mostly gone due to mining for concrete materials.

REMAINS: Nothing. 

 As one can tell from the name, the town must have had a French connection of some sort. And indeed it had. The town was founded in 1855 by followers of Francois Marie Charles Fourier, a French economic and philosophical thinker during the early nineteenth century. He believed the natural order of society was to place mankind into small cooperative communities where all members worked for the good of the whole. Land was purchased in 1855 near what is now the city of Dallas for the purpose of creating such a colony. The site chosen was less than desirable for agricultural development as most of the French immigrants were agriculturists. The colony did not have effective leadership and combined with unsuccessful agricultural production, the town began a steady decline. By the beginning of the Civil War, most of the colonists had moved elsewhere. Much of the area occupied by the colonists has been completely excavated for lime used in the manufacture of concrete. The Reunion arena in downtown Dallas perpetuates the name of the old French Colony. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

UPDATE:La Reunion was founded in 1852 by Victor Considerant, who was a student of Charles Fourier. Fourier died in 1837. La Reunion is historically significant as is the last of the utopian communes by the followers of Fourier. The commune was actually a heavy mix of French and Belgian settlers. Contrary to your article, the French immigrants were not "mostly agriculturists". In fact, the majority of the settlers were artists, musicians and other creative people who knew little about farming. They were going to attempt to have a vineyard for their main source of income, but failed by trying to grow the grapes on the "chalk hills" close to the present-day bulk mail center on I-30 just outside of downtown Dallas. Also, there actually ARE remains of at least 5 structures of the commune, but they are buried in heavily overgrown forest areas and are spread out far and few between on both sides of present-day Ft. Worth Avenue. Their camouflage makes them extremely difficult to find. We were extremely lucky as one of the descendants knew about some ruins, but had never been able to find them. As we were cruising the area, we met a young man who actually used the foundations of these buildings (and an old well) as play areas when he was a small child! I may be wrong, but I believe that we have the only video footage of these ruins. It's very dark and hard to see some of it, but we plan on going back with equipment to trim back some of the overgrowth and re-shoot the ruins in an attempt to help preserve the memory these areas, at least on tape. Thanks for reading my ramblings! Mike Hathaway 

------------------------

NAME: Lawson (Haught's Store) 

COUNTY: Dallas 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Mild winters, Warm summers 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: All year  COMMENTS: Nothing left mostly under interstate 20 

REMAINS: Roads  

 (lawson) haught's store was an early stopping point for east texas travellers, by way of the mckenzie's crossing, of the east fork of the trinity. Haught's store in dallas county was in direct competition with nix's store in kaufman county later the town of nix. Haught's store was a good camping spot to get wood and fence post from bois d' arc island, and the east fork bottoms.One of the first businesses in dallas county was a saw mill owned by one of haughts brothers. Haught's store remained a small community in to the 1900s, with a new name of lawson,and was still around in to the 1950's but was in the way of construction for i-20 and that is where the main portion of the town remains, off of lawson road and under i-20 in seagoville. The town of nix is located off fm 460 and i-80. Just take lawson road north to i-80 and go east on i-80 to fm 460 clements road exit (formeley nicholas nix street Submitted by: Michael Depolo   

--------------------------

NAME: Levita 

COUNTY: Coryell 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Hot hot 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Years Round  COMMENTS: Levita Texas is 11 miles west of Gatesville Texas in Coryell county. 

REMAINS: Nearly all the Past is gone except the Graveyard  

 My Great Grand Parents donated the land for the site of at that time was Simpsonville. At one time it had two banks,General Stores,Two Doctors and nearly all the thing larger towns have now. All thr oldtimers are gone now and theres nothing but people that lives there is not known by anyone over twenty years old. Submitted by: Tom Lee  

-----------------

NAME: Loyal Valley or Cold Springs

COUNTY: Mason

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Mason.

REMAINS: A few buildings. 

 German immigrant farmers were the first to occupy Loyal Valley in the late 1850s. The town was first called Cold Creek, a name taken from a creek that flowed through the area. Loyal Valley was a stage stop on the road from San Antonio westward to El Paso. A two story stone building that was the stagecoach inn still stands at the center of the former town. Not well known to present day generations is the incident of 1870 when an Apache raiding party captured an eleven year old boy named Herman Lehmann. The boy was born near Loyal Valley in 1859 and lived in the town with his family when the raid occurred. He lived with the Apaches for four years then killed an Apache medicine man. The young German spent a year alone living on the plains. He then joined a Comanche tribe and spent four more years with them becoming a warrior and participating in Indian raids against white settlements. Belonging to one of the last Comanche bands to surrender to the U.S. Army at Fort Sill in 1879, he was identified as a white captive and, against his will, was returned to his family at Loyal Valley. His mother had remarried and was operating the stagecoach inn at the time of his return. He never fully adjusted to life in the German community although he did marry and raised a family in Loyal Valley. He died in the town in 1932 and is buried in the Loyal Valley cemetery which is just off U.S. Highway 87 on Loop 2242 about 18 miles southeast of Mason. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-------------

NAME: Luckenbach

COUNTY: Gillespie

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Now a music fan gathering place.

REMAINS: Many buildings. 

 Another town settled by German immigrants is Luckenbach. Located about ten miles southeast of Fredericksburg, its considered a ghost town only because it is no longer the town it used to be when the Reverend and Mrs. August Engel founded it during the 1850s. The Reverend was a traveling Methodist minister and spent much of his time away from home. To occupy her time during his absence, Mrs. Engel opened a small country store for the benefit of the residents. As the town grew, so did the need for a post office. The application to postal authorities in Washington required the name of the town. The Reverend's sister, Minna, was engaged to marry a local bachelor by the name of Albert Luckenbach. Minna suggested the town be named Luckenbach and so it was. In 1881 August Engel built a large cotton gin when cotton was the crop of importance. The steam powered plant still stands although it no longer is in operation. The Engels continued to make improvements to the town including a dance hall that became the social center of the town. In 1932, the dance hall was rebuilt and since then has been the focus of introducing new talent to the local communities. Waylon Jennings and Willie Nelson had much to do with the current popularity of Luckenbach when they recorded the song " Luckenbach, Texas" in 1977. Since then, Luckenbach has been a gathering place for music fans. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

------------------------

NAME: Lyra 

COUNTY: Palo Pinto 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Usually hot 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: Was located between strawn and mingus texas and last i saw it was 1970 on private property. Only saw foundations and some building stuff 

REMAINS: Unknown now  

 Father was born there but no other info known. still looking for some for family tree Submitted by: Bob Moore   

----------------------------

NAME: Minters Chaple 

COUNTY: Us 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Warm Winter, Hot Summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: Located on D/FW airport on West Airport Drive. The town is gone. It was on what is now D/FW International Airport. When the airport was built all that remained was an old closed gas station and Minter's Chaple Church which was moved. The cemetery which has grave markers dating back to the 1850's is still there and still being used today. I believe that this is the oldest cemetery in Tarrant County. There are many old grave markers, some from the Civil War. 

REMAINS: Cemetery  

 Oldest cemetery is Tarrant County Texas. Submitted by: Bob Dilg  

----------------------

NAME: Morris Ranch

COUNTY: Gillespie

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Post office was discontinued in 1954.

REMAINS: Some very nicely preserved buildings. 

 No other ghost town in Texas has a history such as Morris Ranch. What makes it special is the only purpose for the town's existence-the breeding and training of thoroughbred racehorses. It began in 1856 when a Francis Morris purchased 23,000 acres about twelve miles southwest of Fredericksburg. Francis Morris died in 1886 and his son, John A. Morris, continued the work started by his father. By the early 1890s, Morris Ranch had become a self-sufficient community dedicated to the care and training of horses. Events over which the owners had no control caused the demise of Morris Ranch. During the 1890s, numerous states enacted laws curtailing horse racing that radically affected Morris Ranch. The family decided to end their operation in Texas in 1902 and sold most of the land bought in 1856. However, many of the beautiful century-old buildings remain to mark a town unique in Texas history. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

---------------

NAME: Mustang Prairie 

COUNTY: Falls 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Hot, humid summers, mild winters 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Hot summers, mild winters  COMMENTS: Mustang Prarie was a small communitylocated on Falls County Road 283, just off State Hwy 14, approx. 6 miles Northeast of Bremond, and three miles Southwest of Kosse. 

REMAINS: A cemetery and a historical marker  

 Settlers came to the area known as Mustang Prarie shortly after the Civil War. The majority of these settlers came from Alabama,Tennesee, and Mississippi according to census records for that period. Submitted by: Michele Snider   

-----------------

NAME: Nix 

COUNTY: Kaufman

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Mild Winter, Hot Summers 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: All Year  COMMENTS: Clearded land, not much left 

REMAINS: Gravely Roads, and some foundations  

 Nix was first brought into existence when a local farmer Named Nicholas Nix started a farm by the Buffalo Creek. In 1868 Nicholas Nix created A store for travellers from East Texas, for a while there was great competition between Haughts Store, in Dallas County, and Nix's in Kaufman County. The store brought in Settlers, and on May 22nd 1872 a plat was filed for the Town of Nix, with a population of a 105 residents. On December 20th 1878 The Town of Nix was incorporated as a municipality, and had a population of 265 residents, By 1880 The population was 312, and the town had a saloon, a bank, a hotel, a barber shop, a school, a post office and two general merchandise stores. The town thrived for a while with a police department housed in the City hall, to secure law and order under the town of Nix's first Mayor Nicholas Nix. The population of Nix held firm at around 550 in 1885 but dwindled to 382 in 1890 when the Texas Pacific Rail Road passed up Nix in favor of Mesquite. By 1900 only 248 people called Nix home. and in 1902 a fire destroyed about half the town from William B. Meador Street to Hood Road. destroying the Nix school house. by 1910 only 116 people lived in Nix, and a second fire in 1916 burnt almost all that was left of Nix. By 1920 the last year Nix was enumerated as municipality it only had a population of 51. Today the Town of Nix is a set of barren fields Divided by FM 460 (old Nicholas Nix Street) just south I-80. Submitted by: Michael Depolo  

--------------

NAME: Peyton Colony

COUNTY: Kendall

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Very few residents, private property - Haunted!

REMAINS: A few structures. 

 Peyton Colony is unique in the history of Texas Hill Country for it was founded exclusively by black freedmen after the Civil War. The founder, Peyton Roberts, and others came not from Texas but from former homes in the South. The blacks formed a settlement in a beautiful setting in eastern Blanco County. They constructed a number of homes, a church and a school, the first black school in Blanco County. The residents named the community Peyton Colony in honor of it founder, Peyton Roberts. As the years passed, the Colony declined in population although much of the land is owned by descendents of the original settlers. The school was integrated in the 1960s and, although it is now closed, it still stands as does the Mt. Horeb Baptist Church. Ruins of former structures may still be seen around the church and school.. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth.  

---------------------

NAME: Phelan 

COUNTY: Bastrop 

ROADS: 4WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Usual Texas weather hot in summer and mild in winter except for cold fronts blowing through. 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Located on private property. COMMENTS: Phelan is located about 3 miles North of Bastrop. It is on private property. It was a coal mining town at the early part of this century. I have hunted this property and found several old foundations and the towns bank vault under ground. The property is dotted with mine shafts that are dangerous. My friend who owned the property is now deceased. He said there was a shaft collapse in the 20's that killed over 20 workers and several mules. There are no current residents and no buildings still stand. Precise directions can be obtained from Bastrop County records. I do not know who owns the land anymore. I was last there in 1991. 

REMAINS: Several foundations and coal mining artifacts. 

 See above. Submitted by: Trey Rusk 

---------------

NAME: Port Sulliivan

COUNTY: Milam

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Old Steamboat port.

REMAINS: Some of the concrete locks. 

 In an unsuccessful effort to make the Brazos River navigable to Waco, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers early in the 1900s constructed concrete locks immediately downstream from the site of Port Sullivan. The founders of Port Sullivan expected the town to become primarily a river port, but even in the best of years it was accessible by steamers only during periods of high water and never became a regular port of call. The town survived the Civil War only to die during Reconstruction. Here again is the affect of railroads on the survival of growing towns. All the tracks being laid during the time following the Civil War missed the town. Other nearby communities gaining rail connections flourished while Port Sullivan perished. The never used locks still stand as a reminder of the river port that completely disappeared. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

----------------------------------

NAME: Preston

COUNTY: Grayson

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Most of the town is under water.

REMAINS: The cemetery. 

 The origin of the name Preston is not known. The name of the town's most famous resident, however, is not lost to history for it is very much a part of the history of the Civil War. Her name-Sophia Suttonfield Aughinbaugh Coffee Butts Porter, Confederate spy. The town had its beginning as a trading post in 1837 on the Red River. By 1845, a considerable population had made Preston their home and its founder, a Holland Coffee, made once married Sophia his wife. Coffee built Glen Eden, a plantation type mansion for Sophia. He died in 1846 and Sophia continued to make Glen Eden her home despite two subsequent marriages. It was at Glen Eden Sophia entertained Union officers and gathered much important military information that she passed along to Confederate officers. She survived the Civil War and died in 1897. In the late 1930s, the Army Corps of Engineers purchased all the land in the area in preparation of the construction of the Texoma Dam. The site of Preston is under water but its cemetery is intact. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

For more information, visit http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/MyWebs/webpage.html

-------------------

NAME: Pumpville

COUNTY: Val Verde

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A couple of residents.

REMAINS: A few foundations. 

 Pumpville would probably still be in existence was it not for the steam locomotive being replaced by the diesel engine. The Southern Pacific Railroad built a pumping station at the site to provide water for steam locomotives that pulled trains through the semiarid ranch country. In the early 1880s, the company drilled a fresh water well, constructed a pumping facility and storage tank and provided housing for railroad personnel. The town grew slowly after a post office was added in 1899 to include a general store, livestock holding pens and loading chutes, a Baptist Church and a number of dwellings. Pumpville began to decline after World War II when the railroad began to withdraw its personnel. The depot closed in 1952 and the water service abandoned in 1955 when diesel locomotives replaced the steam engines. All that remains are the foundations and ruins of structures that once called itself Pumpville. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

-----------------

NAME: Rath City

COUNTY: Stonewall

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Hot Summer, mostly mild Winters.

BEST TIME TO VISIT:First Saturday in June each year only. COMMENTS: No residents, other than the two buffalo hunters buried there.The site is open to vistors during the first Saturday in June each year only. This is part of the "Back to Rath's Trail" annual event. For more info call 915-576-3501 9am to 4;30pm.

REMAINS: Rocks, a graveyard with two occupants. 

 Established by Charles Rath, M.D. Lee and A.E. Reynolds in the fall of 1876, Rath City (or Rath’s Store or Reynolds Camp) cropped up almost overnight following a 50 wagon, 300-oxen caravan from Dodge City, according to John Cook, a buffalo hunter. The town was believed to contain a hideyard, a sod corral and Rath’s trading post, along with such frontier essentials as a dance hall, two saloons, a blacksmith, a Chinese laundry, and a brothel. Water was hauled from a spring one mile north of town near the Brazos River. The stench of drying buffalo hides and rotting carcasses hung over the town during its three-year existance, attesting to the 1.1 million hides shipped out to Ft. Worth and Dodge City. After surviving several Indian attacks, the city finally became a victim of its own prosperity. The large buffalo herds that once roamed from Kansas to Texas were hunted to extinction, and as the buffalo hunters moved on, the merchants packed up, leaving behind a few sod houses as the only reminders of the carnage that took place from 1876 to 1879.

1875

In 1875, the Texas Legislature was about to pass legislature that would protect the giant herds of buffalo that roamed the Rolling Plains.The U.S. Army stepped in, advising them to permit the buffalo hunters to wipe out the herds instead. Gen. Sheridan reasoned that the hunters, by wiping out the Indian’s source of food, clothing, and shelter, could settle in just a few short years the Indian problem which had plagued the army for a decade.It happened. Rath City came into existance, and in three years over 1,100,000 buffalo hides were hauled from Rath City to Dodge City to Fort Worth. The Indians, overwhelmed by such devastation, surrended and relocated to reservations.We invite you to come see the place where it all ended. Take time to talk to the hunters., the Indians and the merchants who ran Rath City. Hear the stories of each side. And ponder what might have been. Spend the day with in 1876. See how the West was really won. And of all, it’s free.

Sponsored by the

Historical Rath Trail Association, Inc.

245 S. Central Avenue

Hamlin, TX 79520

For more info, contact:

Hamlin Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 402

Hamlin, TX 79520 

915-576-3501

Or visit the Rath City information page at: http://www.gate.net/~bjohnson/rathcity.htm

SUBMITTED BY: Harvey M. Dixon

----------------------

NAME: Rayner

COUNTY: Stonewall

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: The old Stone Courthouse is a must see.

REMAINS: The courthouse and cemetery. 

 Speculating in land was nothing new in the 1800s as was evidenced by W.E. Rayner's attempt to create a town to be the county seat before the county was officially organized. In 1889, Rayner bought a section of land, had it platted to include sixty-three city blocks with streets running north and south and east and west. Stonewall County also came into being that same year and Rayner became the seat of county government. A three story stone courthouse was constructed to house county offices as well as courtrooms. In less than a decade, the county seat was moved to a newer community named Aspermont nearer to the center of the county. Businesses and residents of Rayner began to move to the newer town and Rayner lost its post office in 1906. Today, the old courthouse still stands but is privately owned and serves as the home of a local rancher. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Rayner

Courtesy Dan Gulino 

NAME: Salt Gap

COUNTY: McCulloch

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Much to see, especially the post office.

REMAINS: Mainly abandonded buildings. 

 Salt Gap became a town in 1905 when it received its post office and its first school. The school was a small frame structure that served the community until 1938 when a larger brick building took its place. The town was a small agricultural community with about sixty residents and a few businesses to support them. The consolidation of agriculture in the forties and fifties reduced the importance of the town as more and more small family farms disappeared and their owners moved to larger towns and cities. Salt Gap has been reduced to abandoned buildings and other structures as evidence of its one time existence SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

--------------------

NAME: Sherwood

COUNTY: Tom Green

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A few residents.

REMAINS: The courthouse and other buildings which are occupied. 

 Sherwood has been described as one of the most picturesque ghost towns in Texas. Again, it was the railroad that caused the decline of what otherwise would have been a town in a beautiful tree-lined setting along the banks of Spring Creek In the 1870s, ranchers began to settle in the area around Spring Creek and by 1881 a post office was granted with the name of Sherwood, the name of a former owner of the land. In 1889, Iron County was organized and Sherwood became its seat of government for nearly half a century before it fell victim to the railroad. The Kansas City, Mexico and Orient Railroad bypassed Sherwood in 1911, creating a railroad town called Mertzon north and west of Sherwood. The new town, having the railroad and later the new state highway, drew much of the commerce away from Sherwood undermining the town's economic base. In 1936, the citizens of Ironwood County voted to move the seat of justice to Mertzon, thus sealing the fate of Sherwood. Today, the town is little more than a rural community but it still has its magnificent courthouse built in 1901 surmounted by a tower bearing a false clock with its hands set at the supposed time of Abraham Lincoln's death. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

---------------

NAME: Tarrant

COUNTY: Hopkins

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Dallas.

REMAINS: Cemetery and a few occupied buildings. 

 Named after a noted Texas Ranger and Indian fighter, General Edward H. Tarrant, the town became the first county seat for Hopkins County in 1846. By the 1850s, Tarrant had become a thriving community with a hotel, tannery, gristmill, school, post office, mercantile store and brick kiln among its businesses. But the town had one problem. It was nearly inaccessible to people of other parts of the county during periods of high water. In an election in 1870, Tarrant lost the seat of government to Sulphur Springs. That, coupled with its inaccessibility during heavy rains, caused Tarrant to become a rural community with few residents and a beautifully maintained cemetery. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-----------------

NAME: The Grove

COUNTY: Coryell

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Restored Main street.

REMAINS: Most of the buildings. 

 The name describes the site and surrounding are of the town-trees. The Grove began as a town in the early 1870s. The town's economic base was farming and stock raising. It maintained a fairly stable population of slightly more than a hundred residents until the 1940s when the town began to decline. The reason was a new state highway bypassing the town and the consolidation of agriculture. Visitors will see a beautifully restored row of commercial buildings as they were during the town's earlier years. The Grove is on Farm to Market Road 1114 just south of Texas Highway 36 in Coryell County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

---------------

NAME: Thurber

COUNTY: Palo Pinto

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Restored Main street.Current residents 8 Former co town located on I 20 Home for as many as 10,000 people at one time due to coal mine and brick factory web site at:www.thurbertexas.com 

REMAINS: Mostly foundations and a few structures. 

 In its heyday, Thurber had a population of over ten thousand residents, which made it the largest town between Fort Worth and El Paso. Texas is known for its cattle ranches and its agricultural farms. Thurber is remembered for its coal mines. Coal was the basis for the Thurber economy as the town sat on top of the only bituminous coal reserve in Texas. The mineral was discovered by a William Whipple Johnson in the mid 1880s. Johnson bought several thousand acres encompassing most of the underground mineral and in 1886 started large-scale mining operations. He closed the mines in 1888 rather than accede to certain demands of the miners. Later that same year, Johnson sold the property to Eastern investors who formed the Texas and Pacific Coal Company to settle the strike and continue operations. In 1917, oil was discovered on company land and indirectly caused the demise of Thurber. Since the railroads were converting to oil as fuel for steam locomotives, this change removed the principal economic base of the town. In 1920, the miners struck for higher wages, which the company was unable to meet and the mines were closed. Thurber struggled to survive but its fate was sealed. The site is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Thurber is bisected by Interstate Highway 20/U.S. Highway 80 in northwestern Erath County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

A company town owned by a coal mining co that produced coal for the railroad.Bricks were alos produced here.At one time home to 10,000 people and 16 nationalites.Oil was found just a few miles away.The town still exist today with 8 people.several buildings are there and a cafe to eat at.See the web site at:www.thurbertexas.com Submitted by: Randall Reese 

Thurber Miners

Courtesy Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas

Horseshoe shaped bar at Thurber

Courtesy Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas

2 photos

------------------

NAME: COMYN OR THENEY, College Mound (?)

COUNTY: Comanche

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Current residents.

REMAINS: Many tanks. 

 It could be said the story of Comyn is from oil to peanuts. Settlers first came to the area in the 1870s. A trading post was established by a W.M. Catheney and was the first store in what was then called Theney. That name lasted until 1881 when the Texas Central Railway built a track siding and station in the town. The railroad named its station after one of its officials, a M.T. Comyn. Thereafter, the town was known as Comyn. The West Texas oil boom of 1917 put Comyn in the right place at the right time. The Humble Pipe Line Company constructed a pipeline in 1917-1918 to connect Comyn with its terminal near Houston. It also constructed a large tank farm at Comyn to hold petroleum until it could be pumped to Houston. In 1924, Humble returned to Comyn to build a pipeline westward after the discovery of a large oil field in the Permian Basin. This required even more storage tanks to be built at Comyn. The oil reserves in the West Texas field began to decline later in this century and so did the population in Comyn forcing the school to close in 1952 due to the dwindling number of students. Humble reduced its tank farm to a skeleton operation. Most of the tanks are now empty but some have been converted into peanut storage. There is not a single store in the town. Comyn is located on Farm to Market Road 1496 about five miles east of De Leon in Comanche County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

-------------------

NAME: Trickham

COUNTY: Coleman

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Hot summers, mild wintersr

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Autumn, just under unbearable in the summer COMMENTS: Take state road 1176 outside of Brownwood (about 1/2 hour), or drive south from Bangs. This is heart-o'Texas country, rolling hills, elevation about 1350ft., population 12. About 2.5 hours from either Ft.Worth or Austin..

REMAINS: Church, old schoolhouse, cemetery, 4 houses. 

 Trickham was originally a saloon stop over on one of John Chilsolm's cattle trails. Established in the early 1860's under the name Muke Water from the local creek, it was renamed "Trick'em" after the one-room frame store/saloon where the local proprietor, Bill Franks, would get the cowboys drunk and trick'em out of their money. There was an army post nearby to protect the settlers from the Comanches, who killed at least six of them earlier. The Post Office refused to register the name and offered the more polite English Trickham as a substitute. Of course, in central Texas they sound the same. The Post Office was active from April 16, 1879 until July 31, 1958. The first and oldest rural schoolhouse in Coleman County still stands, and is used as a rural senior citizens center. Trickham was known for its barbershop quartets, and had one of the first electric co-ops in the state. There is much natural gas, but little oil there, though the first well was found in 1915. See The Texas Handbook for more details.

The cememtery contains the unmarked graves of some of the cowhands and the following: Bailey, Banister, Bobo, Cole, Dean, Fiveash, Goodgion, Laughlin, Luswell, McCain, McClatchey, Martin, Mullis, Reager, Stacy, Tankersley, Vaughn.

Submitted by: Joe Bailey Cole

NAME: Calf Creek or Tucker or Deland

COUNTY: Mcculloch

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Brady.

REMAINS: Cemetery and a few foundations. 

 Calf Creek is known more for an event that occurred before its founding rather than for its existence as a town. The event was a fight between Jim Bowie and ten companions against an overwhelming number of Indians in 1831 won by Bowie, et al. Ranchers began populating the area in the 1870s and 80s. The town was originally named Deland, then Tucker and finally Calf Creek. The first two names are family names of landowners where the town was then situated. Calf Creek was the name of a stream where the early ranchers built a corral for calves during weaning. Over a period of time, the town actually moved two different times, finally settling in what is now Calf Creek which is a true ghost town. Still standing is a four-room concrete block schoolhouse built in1921, a large cemetery and foundations of several former buildings. Calf Creek is in southern McCulloch County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-----------------

NAME: Tuckertown 

COUNTY: Navarro 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 3 

CLIMATE: Moderate 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring and fall  COMMENTS: Tuckertown was actually a boomtown which sprang up in July 1923 in Navarro County. 

REMAINS: Nothing  

 Tuckertown was formed in 1923 to provide housing, food and entertainment for the oil field workers during the boom years of Navarro County. Submitted by: Cmw  

-----------------

NAME: Whon

COUNTY: McCullogh

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A few interesting wood structures to see.

REMAINS: A few buildings. 

 A Mexican ranch hand whose given name was Juan worked for a Mr. and Mrs. Sam McCain who purchased land along Camp Creek in 1903. It was Mrs. McCain who decided to petition postal authorities for a post office. For a name, she thought Juan would be a nice name for the town. She was uncertain how to spell the name so spelled it WHON on the application because that's the way it sounded and that became the name of the town. By the 1920s, the town consisted of forty to fifty families with a hundred and fifty children attending school. The community began to decline in the 1930s with small-scale cotton farming becoming a thing of the past. Visitors to the old town will find surviving structures of those who once inhabited a town named by mistake. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

--------------

NAME: William's Ranch

COUNTY: Mills

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 3

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Goldthwaite.

REMAINS: The cemetery. 

 It was around 1855 when a John Williams from Missouri was passing through the area and decided to camp for the night beside a spring on Mullin Creek. Williams was so impressed with what the location had to offer he decided to stay and established a ranch on the springs. During the next ten years, a community had grown up around Williams ranch consisting of a number of homes, a hotel, a general store, a school and a number of other businesses including a stage stop. By the 1880s, the community had about 250 residents. Its demise began when it was bypassed by the Santa Fe Railroad in 1885 but more for the reason of the feud that existed between the town's original settlers and its newcomers. Whatever the reason for the feud, it lead to fence cutting, maybe cattle rustling and other forms of violence that cost the lives of several people. After it was all over, the town never regained the stature it once enjoyed. Today, there is ample evidence of what was once a thriving ranching community including a well-maintained cemetery and interesting grave markers over a century old. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

GHOST TOWNS IN SECTION 4 (EAST TEXAS):

(from http://www.ghosttowns.com/states/tx/tx.html)
----------------

BROWNING  

NAME: Browning 

COUNTY: Smith County 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 4 

CLIMATE: Hot Summers 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Spring, Fall, Winter  

COMMENTS: East of Tyler on Farm to Market Road 2767 at 

County Road 370. See the Roads of Texas Page 74 Fb 

REMAINS: Scattered dwelling in the area  

 The community was named for early settler Isaiah Browning, who 

arrived in the area around 1850 from Oxford, Mississippi. The 

community had a post office from 1879 to 1898 and again from 

1899 to 1902 when the office was transferred to Starrville. 

Browning community had cotton gin, gristmill, a general store, 

a sawmill, a church, a district school, and a saloon. For more 

information on the community see the New Handbook of Texas Vol. 

1 page 773. Submitted by: Texas Wandergoing, Inc.  

-----------------------

NAME: Burning Bush

COUNTY: Smith

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Tyler.

REMAINS: Nothing. 

 The Metropolitan Church Association, an offshoot of the Methodist Church in 

the northern states, established itself as a haven for those who felt their 

church was becoming too formal. Its headquarters was in Waukesha, Wisconsin. 

It was also referred to as the Society of the Burning Bush. Having established 

communal colonies in Virginia, West Virginia and Louisiana, plans were made in 

1912 to create a colony in Texas. In that year, 1,520 fertile acres were acquired 

near the town of Bullard. The land was ideal for agriculture that developed into 

the main source of income for the colony. The colony, however, was never 

self-supporting and created a financial drain on the Association. To meet its 

financial obligations, the land was sold in 1919 and the colony's residents 

dispersed. Today, none of the original buildings remain and the pecan orchard 

directly across the street from the present-day Bullard High School primarily 

marks the site of the former town. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

---------------------------

NAME: College Mound

COUNTY: Kaufman

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Current residents.

REMAINS: Many structures, the cemetery, church. 

 An unusual name for a town fits the unusual circumstance that created the name. 

A few families from Indiana and Tennessee first settled the town in the 1840s. 

During the early days of the settlement, an educated Easterner appeared looking 

for a location to build a college. He selected as the ideal site a small hill or

 mound on which to build the school. Before arrangements could be made to start 

building, the man died and the school was never built. The name College Mound was 

coined and the community adopted it as the name of their town. The 19th century 

Methodist church and the well-kept cemetery are worthy of a visit. College Mound 

is easily accessible on Farm to Market Road 429 in Kaufman County. 

SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

--------------------------

NAME: Independence or Coles Settlement

COUNTY: Washington

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Very interesting and historical 

place to visit.

REMAINS: Many Original buildings including 19th century homes, old Baylor, the 

cemetery. 

 The oldest house in Washington County is that of John P. Coles who first settled

 in the area in 1824, at which time he built his home which still, stands. 

To celebrate the signing of the Texas Declaration of Independence, the people of 

Coles Settlement in 1836 changed the name of the town to Independence in honor of 

the event. Independence is remembered for several reasons. Its most famous citizen 

is Sam Houston who lived there from 1853 to 1858. Another reason is Independence is

 the birthplace of Baylor University. Its first year of operation was in 1846, 

beginning upper-level studies the following year. The reason Baylor is no longer in

 Independence is the same reason for the general economic decline of the town. 

Railroad tracks were laid in every direction but none passed through the town. 

Other towns grew up along the railroad sapping the economic strength from 

Independence. It is now a rural community with few residents. However, visitors 

find Independence enormously interesting given its historic nineteenth century 

homes, the ruins of old Baylor University, exhibits in the Historical Center and 

an intriguing cemetery. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

--------------------------

NAME: Crisp 

COUNTY: Ellis 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 4 

CLIMATE: Hot in summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: Scattered residents 

REMAINS: Very little  

 Mostly a residential area. At one time it had a store but it is a long time gone. 

This is the birth place of Ernest Tubb, the Texas Troubador of country music fame. 

A Texas State Historical Sign is located on a fence there telling of the sites past.

 Submitted by: H h colvin  

-----------------------------

NAME: Dalby Springs

COUNTY: Bowie

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Mild winters & humidy summers

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Its a community now, 

approximately south of 17 miles De Kalb on FM 561. It has store, Sulfur Spring 

water which is Red in color, 125 year Methodist Church, Cemetery. It had 2 hotels

 and DryGoods store. 

REMAINS: One store, hand pump sulfur spring water, and Methodist Church. 

 Est. about 1830 early settlement of Northeast Texas. It had 2 hotels, drygoods 

store, Methodist Church, Bottling plant of sulfur spring water. It went down about

 1940. Some of family names were the Pirkey's, Dalby's, Hughes'.more on Dalby 

Springs, Tx It has 4 stores, blacksmith shop, cottongin, gris

mill, school, its population was about 4 to 5 hundred 1920, a lot more during 

spring of year, the spring water was thought to have some medical good. People 

would drink and bath in it. It contained a lot of sulfur, being red in color,

it is near Sulfur River. More families name around there were Proctor, Lumpkins. 

Hornbuckle. In the early 20's a black man was hung, and in the early thirties a man

 by the name of Clutely Richards killed Harvey Tutt. Tutt was said to a bad man. 

Sam Hall would have killed him if someone hadn't stopped him. 

Submitted by: Michael L. Humphries

-------------------------------------

NAME: Damon 

COUNTY: Brazoria 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 4 

CLIMATE: Hot summers; occasional ice in winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytine  COMMENTS: At the intersection of State Highway 36 and 

FM 1462. Semi-Ghost.

REMAINS: Small family owned businesses; post office; churches  

 Population: 250-300; Old Oil-field boom town that died after oil-field fell. 

Submitted by: Greg J.  

--------------------------

NAME: Dry Zulch 

COUNTY: Unknown 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 4 

CLIMATE: Texas dessert 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime COMMENTS: When I passed through in 1966, town still had 

wooden board walks and dirt surfaced main street. I believe town is somewhere 

between Dallas and Commerce Texas. I remember it being on the maps of the day but 

no longer on current maps. No other info as I was 16 at the time and a runaway! 

REMAINS: Unknown 

 Unable to give biography. Submitted by: Terry Cieszki 

-------------------

NAME: Fastrill

COUNTY: Cherokee

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Tyler

REMAINS: The Texas Forest Service Research Center. 

 Because Fastrill was always a logging camp, its life as a town was only as long as 

there were trees to log to turn into lumber. The Southern Pine Lumber Company 

established Fastrill in 1922 as an operations center for its activities in Cherokee 

and Anderson counties. Its name was coined from the initials of three officials of

 the company. Because Fastrill was a company town and somewhat temporary, its homes

 were constructed from inexpensive planks from the company mill. Former residents 

remember the town as a pleasant place to live as it had a school, churches, a 

commissary and a post office. Population was around six hundred with about one 

hundred students in the four teacher school. By the late 1930s, most of the trees 

in the area had been cut and the company moved its people to other locations. 

By 1940, Fastrill was down to thirty residents and soon thereafter most of them had

 moved away. The Texas Forest Service now occupies the town as a research center. 

SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-----------------------------

NAME: Gay Hill (many photos)

COUNTY: Washington

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime. COMMENTS: I'm not sure who still lives there. The place

 is located about nine miles NE of Brenham off of a road (possibly 237) that 

intersects with Highway 36.Visit another Gay hill website.

REMAINS: There might possibly still be a general store.  

 I really don't know the history or origin of Gay Hill.I was 10 years old and 

living in Bellville when my father took our family for a Sunday drive. He took us 

through Gay Hill, and we decided to stop for a moment at the general store. It was 

run by a couple of spinster sisters who had a distrust of men, and probably didn't 

like children, either.

We bought some Cokes, and my father had to lay the money on the counter. One of the

 women would pick it up, make change, and lay the change on the counter. I remember

 that the store had rows and rows of boxes

that contained buttontop shoes. I didn't know if they were for sale. The women also

 had a menagerie of about 30 cats that were running around loose outside. I don't 

know if the store is still open. Submitted by Darla Stark 

--------------------

NAME: Goshen 

COUNTY: Henderson 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 4 

CLIMATE: Hot Summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer  COMMENTS: 8 miles ne of eustace, 

texas. Take fm 316 to cr 2938, turn left and go approximately 1 to 2 miles. 

REMAINS: Cemetery  

 Goshen was eight miles northeast of Eustace in Henderson County. A post office 

opened in 1871, and by 1885 the settlement had a population of 150 with two 

churches, a district school, three general stores, four gristmills,a couple of 

cotton gins, a hotel, and a saloon. During the early 1890s, the town began to 

decline, and by 1896 the population was only twenty-four. The post office closed 

in 1905, and by the mid 1930s only a church, a school, and a few houses remained 

at the site. After World War II most of the remaining residents left the area, and

 by the early 1990s Goshen was abandoned. The only thing left of the town of Goshen 

is the cemetery. The cemetery was established when a cowboy from a nearby ranch 

died. He is buried at the cemetery, enclosed by a wall of rocks. As he was a 

drifter..no one knew his name. Submitted by: Holli Boone Kees   

--------------------------

NAME: Haslam 

COUNTY: Shelby 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 1 

CLIMATE: Some ice in winter and scorching in summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Fall and winter COMMENTS: I grew up in Haslam and still live 

only 30 miles from it. Some people call all the way from the overpass on highway 

84 to the Louisiana line Haslam, but the roadsign indicates otherwise, i grew up

 in between the 2 Haslam signs. My mother, Blanch Bates, was on of the last of the 

original "settlers" who lived there. She died in 1986. My father, David, worked 

there when it was owned by Pickering and also was the forman of the lumber company,

 when the Garrets bought the mill. I played all over the mill when I was young, 

following my daddy as he worked. He died in 1965. He was the night watchman and 

maintained the water tank for the residents after the mill was closed until he died.

REMAINS: Stone buildings, partial roads and some deserted houses 

 Pickering sold the lumber company to W.C. Garrett and family who owned it til its 

demise. His wife, Sarah Garrett was the driving force of Haslam until finally every

 thing was sold and only the shell of Haslam remained. The last postmaster at 

Haslam was Mildred Parrish. She still lives the Haslam part that is after the sign

 and before the Louisiana line.The commissary had it's own money at one time. 

They were called 'doogies' My heart and memories are there in this ghost town of 

east Texas.. Submitted by: Alice Bates Prudhomme 

---------------------------

NAME: Jonesboro

COUNTY: Red River

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: River Crossing town.

REMAINS: Nothing. 

 Not much is known other than it was a river crossing town. Submitted by Charlie 

Price.--- REVISED ---

Jonesboro had a life of about twenty-eight years, from 1815 to 1843. Its historical

 significance is limited to being the site where both Sam Houston and David Crockett

 crossed the Red River and entered Texas. The town was named after a Henry Jones 

who came to the area in 1815 and operated a ferry crossing at the site. Jonesboro

 was located at the head of steam navigation on the Red River and became the base

 of operations for traders and merchants in the area. The Texas Congress chartered

 the town in 1837 when Jonesboro was home to about fifty families and growing. 

Soon thereafter, the growth not only ceased but families began moving as the frontier

 pushed further westward. In 1843, the Red River not only flooded the town but also 

shifted the river channel about a mile to the north leaving the town landlocked. 

In time, Jonesboro completely disappeared. Submitted by Henry Chenoweth.

-----------------------------

NAME: Kellyville

COUNTY: Marion

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Make sure to see the cemeteries.

REMAINS: Cemeteries and historical monument. 

 About four miles west of the city of Jefferson on Texas Highway 49 in Marion 

County is a rather large roadside park that was the site of the former town of 

Kellyville. Travelers along the highway stopping at the roadside park have a 

difficult time visualizing the area as once the site of a major industrial town.

 But that was Kellyville. The town was founded as a manufacturing center in 1848 

by a Zachariah Lockett and a John Stewart who reasoned that freight wagons coming

 in and going out of Jefferson would be in need of repair. They were right. The two

 opened a wagon repair shop that grew into an iron foundry that produced plows and 

other farming equipment and tools. In 1860, George A. Kelly purchased the business 

and proceeded to expand its operations by adding additional manufacturing capacity.

 Soon there were smelters and furnaces turning out farm and agricultural equipment

 as well as stoves for the civilian population. In 1880, a disastrous fire destroyed

 the buildings and much of the equipment. Since the nearby town of Jefferson was 

declining as a trade center, Kelly moved his business to Longview. As soon as the 

factory left Kellyville, the town gradually disappeared. There is an historical 

monument marking the site where a once populous town existed. Of special interest 

are the town's two cemeteries, one for whites including the Kelly family burial 

plot and the other for blacks. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

-----------------

NAME: Kelsey

COUNTY: Upshur

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Not much to see.

REMAINS: Historical marker and a few residents. 

 Kelsey was founded in 1898 as a Mormon settlement for those of the faith who were 

experiencing persecution in the South. It became the mother colony of all Mormon 

communities in Texas. Two brothers, John and James Edgar, founded the settlement 

after leaving their home in Alabama. Although it was not their original intent to

 form a Mormon colony, their success as farmers came to the attention of church 

officials in Salt Lake City who sent missionaries into the area and Kelsey became 

the haven for those converted to Mormonism. Kelsey reached its peak in population 

about 1917 with close to seven hundred and fifty inhabitants. It was the railroad

 that was the principle reason for the town's decline. The Marshall and East Texas 

Railway ran its last train through the town in September of 1917 leaving the farmers

 no practical way of transporting their crops to market. Today, Kelsey has no 

schools, no church and no businesses and is sparsely populated. There is an 

historical marker that describes the town as the Kelsey Mormon Colony. 

SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

---------------------

NAME: Larissa

COUNTY: Cherokee

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: One of the early cultural centers

 of Texas.

REMAINS: Unknown. 

 A family from Alabama first settled Larissa in 1837. The family was Isaac Killough

 and his wife and the families of his four sons and two daughters. While harvesting

 their crops, a Cherokee war party swept down on the settlement and killed or 

carried away most of the family--eighteen men, women and children. The settlement 

did not come back to life until 1846 when a group from Tennessee led by a Thomas H.

McKee moved into the area formerly occupied by the Killough family. The following

 year, Mckee laid out a townsite and named it Larissa after a Greek center of 

learning. That Larissa became known as "The Athens of Texas" was a result of 

establishing the educational institution named the Larissa Academy. In time, the 

Academy became Larissa College and was one of the centers for higher education in

 Texas. The school was closed during the Civil War and reopened after the war but 

never regained its former stature. It closed in 1870 and transferred its assets to

 Trinity University that is now in San Antonio. The closing of the College started

 the decline of the town and it was soon followed by the railroad bypassing the 

community that sealed the fate of one of the early cultural centers of Texas. 

SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

-----------------

NAME: Manning

COUNTY: Angelina

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Sawmill Managers home is a must 

see.

REMAINS: Many buildings. 

 Named after a Dr. W. W. Manning who established a sawmill in 1863, the town at 

one time had over fifteen hundred residents but that did not happen until nearly 

forty years later. It was in 1903 that a major lumber company began buying 

timberlands and established a mill at the site of Manning's earlier mill. They 

named the town after their predecessor. The lumber company in its best years 

produced 34,000 000 board feet of lumber and employed 300 workers. Disaster struck

 in 1934 when fire burned the sawmill to the ground. The owners decided not to 

rebuild as the timber reserves in the area were nearly depleted. Then came the

 Great Depression, which forced many residents to seek employment elsewhere. 

Hundreds of families moved away from Manning and today only one original building

 from the original town remains. It is the palatial home of the mill's 

superintendent. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

-------------------------

NAME: Morales

COUNTY: Jackson

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A few current residents.

REMAINS: Cemetery and foundations. 

 Morales is a ghost town marked only by its cemetery and a few ruined building 

foundations. Although the town lasted until 1940, it was the lawless element in 

its early years that prevented growth. A railroad graded a roadbed to Morales but

 never laid track. It was the criminal aspect of the town that forced the railroad 

to alter its plans and laid track to more orderly towns instead. The town had its

 beginning in the late 1840s and had slow but orderly growth until the Civil War.

 Because of its location in lightly settled ranch country, it attracted the lawless

 element during the Reconstruction period following the Civil War. The rest is 

history. The town began to deteriorate and when bypassed by the railroad, like 

many other early towns, its fate was sealed. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

-------------------

NAME: New Birmingham (2 photos)

COUNTY: Cherokee

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Rusk.

REMAINS: Not Much. 

 If it were not for the Tassie Belle Historical Park, New Birmingham would be hard 

to find, even for a ghost town. Once called the "Iron Queen of East Texas", so named

 for its iron production, the town was born, grew up and died within the space of

 five years. Founded in 1888 by the Cherokee Land and Iron Company with the aid of

 investor capital, the town grew to an estimated 1,500 residents, had two iron 

furnaces, an iron pipe foundry, a large brick kiln, and other manufacturing 

enterprises. It also had four hundred buildings, electrically lighted streets 

and even a streetcar system. It also boasted one of the showplaces of Texas, 

the Southern Hotel. Today, all this has disappeared except for the furnace at 

the Tassie Belle, named after the wife of one of the town's founders, 

Anderson Blevins. New Birmingham foundered for the lack of capital to sustain it

 during the panic of 1893 and an explosion and fire that destroyed the charcoal 

beds and power plant at the Tassie Belle furnace. Sufficient funds to rebuild 

were not available and within a matter of months New Birmingham died and its 

residents moved away. The site is a short distance southeast of the town of Rusk.

 SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

--------------------------

NAME: Peach Tree Village

COUNTY: Tyler

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Current residents, a memorial.

REMAINS: The chapel. 

 Although classified as a ghost town, Peach Tree Village is more a memorial from a

 son to his parents. In 1853, the community had sufficient population that it was 

granted a post office under the name of Peach Tree Village. Its most famous citizen 

was born there in 1860. His name was John Henry Kirby. Kirby earned a law degree 

and a reputation by representing lumber companies in court litigation. He invested

 in East Texas timberland, built a railroad and founded the Kirby Lumber Company. 

The company owned thousands of acres of timber, operated saw mills and logging 

camps, and employed 16,000 men. He also served the state of Texas as a legislator.

 Known primarily as a lumberman, Kirby disdained the usual lifestyle of an 

industrial magnate preferring the quite atmosphere of the town in which he was 

born. He built a rural home for his parents in Peach Tree Village and it was there

 he retreated for solitude. A local schoolteacher was quoted as saying "he worshiped

 his father and mother and loved the village greatly." In 1912, three years after 

the death of his father, lumberman Kirby erected a beautiful brick chapel in the 

town in honor of his parents. John Henry Kirby joined his parents in 1940. 

The memorial chapel is maintained by the citizens of Tyler County. 

SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

---------------------

NAME: Steward's Mill

COUNTY: Freestone

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: A few current residents.

REMAINS: A few buildings. 

 First settled in the 1850s, the community was named for a water powered gristmill 

built by a Washington Steward. Essentially an agricultural settlement, it was not 

unusual for farmers to wait to have their wheat and corn ground into flour and meal 

for the grist mill was only one of several between Dallas and Houston. The mill was

 the first structure erected in the community and attracted more settlers as time 

passed. A Dr. James Bonner opened the first general merchandise store in 1867 and 

it served the area from the same building for over a hundred years before closing.

 The first church building was erected in 1876 and served three denominations, 

Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian. The wooden structure still stands. Stewards 

Mill had a population of seventy residents in 1880 and fifty-five in 1947. Today,

 the town has no places of business and maybe half a dozen occupied residences. 

SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

----------------

NAME: Swartwout (some photos)

COUNTY: Polk

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 4

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Goodrich.

REMAINS: Some crumbling ruins. 

 The town had a life of about forty years from the 1830s to the 1870s. Located on 

the Trinity River near the east end of the Trinity River dam, the town was organized

 by three developers with financial aid from Samuel Swartwout of New York City. 

The developers were certain Swartwout would become the county seat when Polk County

 was officially formed in 1854. The town was a prosperous trading center with a

 steamboat landing, stagecoach service, ferry across the Trinty River, several

 hotels and professional people including doctors, ministers and other professionals.

 The county seat went to a town nine miles from Swartwout called Springfield at the

 time. The name was changed to Livingston when the town promoter offered the 

county one hundred acres of land. The county accepted the offer and Livingston has

 been the only county seat for Polk County. Decreased river traffic and the loss of 

the county seat caused a decline with the departure of most of the original 

settlers and families. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

-----------------------------

NAME: Telico 

COUNTY: Ellis 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 4 

CLIMATE: Hot in summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: Several current residents. A few miles east 

of ennis. 

REMAINS: Very little if any original buildings  

 Telico is now a very nice rural residential neighborhood. It's most famous citizen

 was Clyde Barrow of Bonnie and Clyde fame. Clyde was born in Telico before moving

 to Eagle Ford on what is now Singleton blvd. west of Dallas. Submitted by: H h 

colvin 

-----------------

NAME: Winkelman 

COUNTY: Waller 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 4 

CLIMATE: Southern hot summer, Hill country cold winters 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Early spring(Feb, April) bluebonnet season.  COMMENTS: Located 

off 290W. between Brenham and Chapel Hill, TX. This place is straight out the 

history books. 

REMAINS: Most buildings in the town are over 100 years old.  

 I have complete date and descriptions of each building and it's source of origin. 

Please contact me for more information. This is a wonderful old TX town 

Submitted by: Reginald Adams   

GHOST TOWNS IN SECTION 5 (SOUTH TEXAS):

(from http://www.ghosttowns.com/states/tx/tx.html)
NAME: Calliham

COUNTY: McMullen

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: On SR 72.

REMAINS: Unknown. 

 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers created a ghost town, if you can believe, on purpose. Its demise occurred in the 1970s when the Corps built the Choke Canyon Dam. Ranchers first settled in the area of Calliham following the Civil War but the town itself was not settled until 1918. Ten years before in 1908, a rancher was drilling a water well on his ranch in the Frio Valley. He not only found water but also high-pressure natural gas. His name was Charles Byrne. Byrne took a sample of oil from a seep in the bed of the Frio to investors with the hope of developing a major oil field. The area was not taken seriously until 1917 when an exploratory well was drilled on the J. T. Brown ranch that blew in with a capacity of sixty-two million cubic feet of gas. The next year, J. T. Calliham built a store on his ranch and it was called Calliham's. In 1922 another test well struck a rich flow of oil on Calliham's ranch and an oil field boomtown was born. From boomtown to ghost town was Calliham's fate with the construction of Choke Canyon Dam. Through the right of eminent domain, the Corps purchased the entire town and evicted the residents. No one could live long under five feet of water if and when the reservoir would be at full capacity. Callaham today is in what is known as the Choke Canyon State Park. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

-----------------

NAME: Clareville 

COUNTY: Bee 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 5 

CLIMATE: extremly hot summer,warm winter nice spring 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: any time, not recommended(summer)  COMMENTS: There are approximately 25-30 current residents. Located 8 miles south of Beeville on Hwy 59 (going towards George West); turn left on CR 786 (i believe). Turn right at water tanks. If anyone has any type of information about this community please submit. I know there has to be more to this town. There are several in this area (Beeville) Thanks! 

REMAINS: Old school house and several other school houses and stores in the surrounding area.  

 Clareville was a small town established in late 1800's early 1900's. Not much is known about this town except that it consisted of a post office (no longer standing) an old school house (not in use, still standing). Submitted by: Buddy 

Clareville was originally Lomita (fd 1874). It was renamed Clareville in the 1880s when my gggrandfather Henry T Clare bought a lot of land around it. - Willard Phillips

--------------------------

NAME: Cuthbert

COUNTY: Mitchell

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: On Old Lake Road.

REMAINS: A few remnants. 

 Cuthbert died shortly after World War II. It was born in 1890 and its parents were a Mr. and Mrs. D.T. Bozeman. The Bozemans were the first residents in the area that was about fifteen miles northwest of Colorado City. Mr. Bozeman built a home, a store and a wagon yard to serve the teamsters. A year later, Bozeman secured a post office and named it Cuthbert after a friend, Thomas Cuthbertson. Bozeman's wife, Ellen, was the first postmistress. As the years went by, people started moving into the area and a community began to form with most residents engaging in farming and cattle raising. In 1920, an oil well was drilled about a mile north of Cuthbert that was the beginning of commercial oil production in the Permian Basin, one of the largest oil fields in the United States. After World War II, rural roads were improved in the area making it unnecessary for area residents to drive over dirt and otherwise unimproved roads to Cuthbert for mail and groceries with Colorado City only fifteen minutes away. That proved to be fatal for Cuthbert. Today, the town does not have a single inhabitant. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

2 pics

--------------------

NAME: Frio Town 

COUNTY: Frio 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 5 

CLIMATE: Hot summer mild winter 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: On private property but cemetary is accesible from road 

REMAINS: Old courthouse from 1880's  

 Started in the 1870's, it was a ranch town consisting of about a half mile squared. Saloons,store and courthouse. The countyseat was moved to Pearsall when the railroad bypassed Frio Town. Was the setting for the TV show Texas John Slaughter in the 60's. Owned by the Roberts family Submitted by: Jerri Otwell 

Additional information from news station; www.newsoftexas.com ........................................... Buildings testament to promising boom town Reported by Virginia Broady News of Texas Correspondent January 28, 2000 One building still standing in Frio Town is the old courthouse. PEARSALL - Off the main road stands a solitary reminder of a frontier community, the old Frio City courthouse, and in the 1870s it was at the heart of a boom town called Frio City on the Texas frontier, a destination on the Old Presidio Road. "This was the community of the ranchers. They were all getting their mail here and their groceries here. At one time they had dances on the second floor of the courthouse," said landowner Carrie Jo Roberts. It was the cowboy capitol and culture center of Frio County. It's said that an ornate walnut staircase once graced the courthouse halls. It's gone, along with the town square. Two stone chimneys are all that is left of homes which at one time sheltered up to 1,500 people. And old jailhouse still stands. It was one of the first buildings to go up in Frio City - as it was once known. The second floor served as a jury room. Prisoners were kept on the ground floor behind stone walls three-feet thick. Today the Old Frio City jail is a charming relic, but it is easy to forget there was a reason it was built to begin with. In its day it held such notables as Sam Bass and the James brothers. Then the railroad came, missing Frio City by 15 miles, and almost as quickly as this colorful town sprang up, it disappeared. By 1886, Frio City was Frio Town. On the edge of town, the Frio Town Cemetery serves as a marker for folks who know that a city once thrived here, but those who look closely might catch a glimpse of a grand building off the main road. Still standing as a stately testament to a promising frontier town once called Frio City is the old city hall. There are no plans to restore the old building of Frio Town because it would simply cost too much. The buildings are currently located on private land without public access. This story written for the Internet by Alison Sutton, NewsofTexas.com Editor .................................................. Don Steffen Conroe,Texas 

-----------------

NAME: Indianola or Karlshaven

COUNTY: Calhoun

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Hurricane Ravaged.

REMAINS: Statue of La Salle, Cemetary, brick remains of original settler's dam . 

 It has been written, "Of the many ghost towns in Texas, none died as tragic a death as Indianola." Founded by German immigrants in 1844, the town once was second only to Galveston as a Texas port city. Today, Indianola no longer exists, battered into submission by two devastating hurricanes in 1875 and 1886. A German immigrant, Johann Schwartz, built the first house in 1845. By 1860, the population had grown to over a thousand people and by 1870 over two thousand. By this time, the town had changed its name to Indianola. As a port city, Indianola grew to importance as a military depot; it was the nearest port city to San Antonio; it was an important point for the export of various commodities from western Texas. Because the town was at sea level, it was vulnerable to all the tropical storms along the Gulf coast. The first hurricane struck on September 16, 1875 and winds of 110 miles per hour literally blew the town away. The town was rebuilt but the damage had been done. The population began to decline and by 1880 fewer than a thousand people remained. The second hurricane struck on August 19, 1886 and was even more destructive than the first. What wind and water failed to destroy, a subsequent fire sealed the fate of Indinloa. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth

I read this poem, walked this beach and had to know more about this city that is no more. If you like history of interesting places please read on. My poem is at the end. Texas Ghost Town and its history An old true tale of the flood and tide Such is the aspect of this shore Old Indianola So, Indianola, has it been with thee, Thou once fair city by the moonlit sea! Thy fame is ended and thy beauty fled. Bleak memory call thee form the silent dead. Thy streets are nameless, and seaweeds grow Along the walks where life did want to flow Forever dead! Forever thy dream is o'er! Thou livist alone on Memory's barren shore The sun that set, yet sets to rise again, Will smile the same, yet smile on the in vain While moonbeams dancing as the billows roar, Will seem as bright, yet dance ont thee no more. Jeff Melemona 1889 © Old Indianola A hundred and some odd years, Old Indianola could it be! So you are not forgotten, don't you see. With stories of the days gone by, Your forty grand years that didn't die. Old Indianola asleep by the sea, Your cisterns long since dry, The cap'ts tomb now empty The church bell doesn't ring, and the seagulls seldom cry. Untold stories gone out into the sea Can you share with us no more? Old Indianola that use to be, but we should listen to thee! And care not to compare, but to be a village by the sea. See the beauty and wonder Feel the emotions of yesteryear Here at Old Indianola, Just listen, she'll talk to you! Kirsten Allen© May 20, 1993 The History LeSalle discovered Matagorda Bay in 1685,the deepest water on the Texas coast and the news traveled fast as this became one of the most important ports in the US. The decade of the 1850's brought the 1st newpaper, railroad constuction began, the community was incorporated, the county seat was moved, and the camels landed.In the 1880's becomeing a cosmopolitan port city and developing into a wholesale center. Wharves were at capacity with sailing vessels and steamers tied up bow to stern. The biggest point of entry, the Morgen line ran to Indianola from New York, New Orleans, Pesacloa, Cuba and other foreign countries. The oxen wagons were lined up for a mile and would then haul the goods to all parts of the US and Old Mexico. Trade in cattle, hogs and lumber was carried on well into South America as well. The fish and oyster industry of course was one of the largest. Town lots sold as high as $400.00. The mosonic Lodge, Court House and Jail would compare with any in the states. The 3 shell carriage drives, either of which was far superior to the famous beach drive at Galvestion and equal perhaps to any in the world. This Texas town of Indianola was born 1844 as a tent camp and flourished as a port and then disappeared when a monster hurricane struck. This large port city is no more, and no hope of her resurrections but the memory of those who peopled this city, many of whose last resting place is beneath the sea, will never die. Daylight, thursday the 16th of Septemer 1886, dawned upon this stricken town and its now anxious citizens. The gale had become a hurricane and the waters of the bay raced to fury and rushed angrily westwood over the town and far out into the prairie beyond. During the afternoon most of the buildings along the bayfront had succumed to the fury of the storm. The horrors by night can scarsely be imagined. Hundreds of deaths, many never found. Many homes, businesses, wharfs, ships and schooners all destroyed. By 6 o'clock on Friday morning the streets were free of water. The first gleam of coming day shone down on the pitiful sight of a wrecked town. A thriving city with its handsome residences and happy homes, its warehouses stored with products, its costly churches and splendid marts of businesses, streets, pavements and gardens all shattered and unsightly ruin. This second hurrican dealt a final blow bringing death and destrction, a scene of devastation until not a building was left standing. A raft 17 miles long composed of pianos, dished, dead and mained poeple, cows, horses, ships, houses, concrete pillars. In one area of 13 city blocks some 116 buildings completely washed away, 90 damaged beyond repair. Railroad cars had been bodily moved as far as 1/2 mile. Boats were blown high and dry onto the prairie some 4 and 5 miles inland. - Kirsten Allen

La Salle cross used to claim the area in the 1600's in now on a church in Port Lavaca, just north of the spot. Original town was called Indian Point, later moved north of the spot and called Indianola Submitted by: Sherri L.Broome 

Indianola before the hurricane, 1875

Courtesy Texas State Library, Austin, Texas 

1 pic

--------------------------

NAME: Kenedy 

COUNTY: Karnes 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 5 

CLIMATE: Undetermined--it's TEXAS, for goodness sake! 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: It's too hot in summer. Best you go spring or fall  COMMENTS: Visit the cemetaries; visit the old, uninhabited, delapidated mansions in town. Ask the children; they know the way. (As for the pictures section down at the lower part of this submission, we had a picture but it mysteriously disappeared... 

REMAINS: All the remains you would like are in the cemetaries; I don't know the names as I am not a resident and I am only 20 years old.  

 The town is old and is still in the throes of Jim Crow in most places. There is a railroad track that separates the "rich" from the "dirt poor". There is a story about little green men running up and down a particular street at night. I don't know any of the character's in the town history; you can go to their website but I assure you that it's all lies. I believe alot of Native Americans resided there--when I was little I would find arrowheads...arrowheads all over my grandmother's property. Come to find out the arrowheads were seminole arrowheads...thed significance in this is that my ancestors are all black-seminole indians, kidnapped from the reservations in Oaklahoma and sold into slavery. The owner was French, by the way. Debro, or Devareaux. Please be aware that the town is very suspicious. There is a shroud of sadness over most things...the town is dying, the children are leaving...beware of unhappy townspeople, and, well, if you are not of "the caucasion persuasion", don't get in anyone's way...I am not White so dont take offense to the above I am simply stating the obvious truth about what the south tries to hide. Enjoy your stay. The hotel with the antlers in front is the best place to go if you would like peaceful sleep. Submitted by: Rebecca Lawson   

-----------------

NAME: La Lomita or Mission

COUNTY: Hidalgo

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Near Brownsville.

REMAINS: The Chapel. 

 La Lomita was never really a town but more of a mission station between the Catholic missions at Roma and Brownsville. It was, however, the reason for the newer town of Mission, a few miles to the north, coming into existence. La Lomita originated with a grant of land from the King of Spain in 1767. The grant came into possession of the Catholic Missionary Society of the Oblate Fathers who founded the mission station at La Lomita. In 1908, the Fathers sold a large portion of the land to a partnership that divided it into parcels for sale to farmers. The partnership laid out the town to the north and named it for the La Lomita Mission and the town prospered with the introduction of irrigated agriculture. Only the chapel remains at the old mission site. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth. La Lomita is possible haunted. Click here for a picture taken at the site. 

------------------------

NAME: Los Ojuelos

COUNTY: Webb

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: On a private ranch.

REMAINS: A few buildings. 

 Water has and always will be one of the keys to human survival. Is it any wonder then the Indians who inhabited the semiarid land of what was to become Webb County resisted the attempts of the white man to settle the area? That is exactly what happened when an Eugenio Gutierrez, who had received a grant of land from the king of Spain in 1810, tried to settle there. The problem was the land grant included seep springs that came to the surface to supply water. Indians knew of the springs and had camped nearby for centuries. Gutierrez could not withstand the attacks by hostile Indians and withdrew. Forty-seven years later a descendent of Gutierrez was able to build a blockhouse around the springs and did establish a permanent settlement. By 1860 an estimated four hundred people occupied the land, creating a substantial ranch community. Los Ojuelos, which in Spanish means "the springs," prospered until the early 1900s when the population began to decline. Today, the town is nearly abandoned, serving only as a private ranch headquarters. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

--------------------  

NAME: Monthalia 

COUNTY: Gonzales 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 5 

CLIMATE: Hot Summers,cool winters 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: anytime  COMMENTS: Located on the Texas Independence Trail,Farm road 466. Take I-10 to Seguin,get off at US Hwy 90 Aternate,and go through Seguin.Will see sign for Farm Road 466. Take 466 and continue east on this road.You will pass in Guadalupe county a Sign for the Capote ranch, were Teddy roosevelt got horses for his Rough riders. Not much to do in Monthalia. Has several cemetaries for different denominations,like Catholic,methodist,etc.Not sure how many people live there.Farm road 466 will come out on Texas Hwy 97 in the little town of Cost. Turn to the left on 97.You will see a monument to the Texas Revolution.Continue north,and you will hit US Hwy 183.Take 183 north to Gonzales.This town,the Gonzales county seat,has a very nicce park on the Guadalupe river,antique stores,lots of old victorian houses,and a museum dedicated to the Texas Revolution on TX Hwy 97 East.Lots of fast food places in town to eat at. Also,near Gonzales is Palmetto State park at Ottine. This park is located on the San marcos River, and there are hot springs there,and rehabilitatiln faculties for crippled children,etc. 

REMAINS: several houses,cemetatries,  

 Not sure of founding history of town.It is unusal that it has graveyardsfor the different religious groups.Near Gonzales are several other ghost towns.Nickel, on FMRoad 532,only a empty store building remains,Cheapside, Dewville,Sandies Chapel(only a cemetary remains)Brown Hill,Dilworth,etc. Submitted by: Holly Hilpert   

-----------------  

NAME: Oakville 

COUNTY: Live Oak 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 5 

CLIMATE: Hot Summers, Texas-Weather Winters 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime  COMMENTS: Old Courthouse and Jail from its stint as county seat(1856-1919);Lies on Interstate 37 midway between San Antonio and Corpus Christi;good restaurant on I-37 North 

REMAINS: Old Courthouse and Jail;Some Houses; Roads  

 Oldest town in Live Oak County, Former County Seat 1856-1919(George West Built a new $75,000 Courthouse to become county seat;Named for the town's Live Oak Trees;The Railroad bypassed Oakville and Oakvill died away. Once was home to 450 People. Boasted itself as a "hotbed of lawlessness" during the Civil War! The county's newspaper-"The Live Oak County Leader"(later the "Times") was founded in Oakville in 1891. The Post Office was established in 1857.The town still has a post office, a restaurant, a gas station and convience store. It is still home to a few people. To get to Oakville, simply get on Interstate 37 and take exit 65 "Oakville". This exit is right in the middle of town. If you go look at the old jail on the south side, you will notice that the jail has Satellite TV! I guess that you could call Oakville a small town, but compared to its previous self, it is definetly a ghost town. If Oakville were not bypassed by the railroad, it likely would have become the largest city between Corpus Christi and San Antonio. Submitted by: Nathan Vance

-------------------

NAME: Olmos 

COUNTY: Guadalupe 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 5 

CLIMATE: Mild winter hot summers 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: All year long  COMMENTS: I dont believe there has ever been a census taken but theres not to many off of ih-10 take 123 bypass to stockdale till you see a sign to the right fm 467 8 miles there is only one building in the whole town 

REMAINS: Some state historical markers around the area  

 Rumor has it that during the civil war it was a safe haven for runaway slaves but the neatest thing was in the town of lavernia 7 miles away was a confederate officers training ground and all these escaped slaves hid right under their noses until the war ended Submitted by: Robert dienert 

Update: A POST OFFICE WAS IN OPERATION FROM 1879-1905 AND THERE WAS A CENSUS DONE IN 1884 IT HAD A POPULATION OF 25 INADDTION AT THE TURN OF THE CENTRY IT HAD 4 COTTON GINS AND ONE FLOUR MILL

-----------------

NAME: Poesta

COUNTY: Bee

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Typically Texas

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime. COMMENTS: This information was given to me by my grandmother. She had copied some pages out of an old book, but

doesn't know the title or publisher. If anyone knows please tell me, as I would like to have a copy of the book myself..

REMAINS: Unknown. 

 Around 1890, between Chase Field and Beeville, the small community known as Hatcher's and later as Poesta arose. Tom Langston, Anton Juenger, Ben Hatcher,

Mrs. Kate Kurtz, Van Pelt, and J.M. Dorsey settled here. Love Joy taught the school here in 1894. Their school building,

in use as late as 1939, is now used as the Fleet Reserve Club (an enlisted men's club). This information from a book that was probably published in 1958.

SUBMITTED BY: Michelle Keener.  

---------------  

NAME: Praha

COUNTY: Fayette

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Still used today.

REMAINS: The gothic church. 

 A penniless immigrant from Czechoslovakia, Mathias Novak, settled in the area in 1854 and is credited with creating the mother colony of the many Czech settlements throughout Texas. As time passed, other Czechs immigrating from Europe joined him and the town was given the name Praha which means "Prague" in the Czech language. The town became the center of a rich agricultural area and by the 1880s had a population of seven hundred residents. In 1890, work was started on what became one of the most magnificent Gothic churches in Texas. It required five years to complete and stands today as a tribute to those early Czech Bohemian Catholics. Again, the location of railroads drew businesses from Praha to other neighboring towns. Today, the Czech colony remains quiet and seemingly almost abandoned except for Sundays when worshipers come from afar to attend services in the church. Praha lies on Farm to Market Road 1295 about a mile south of its intersection with U.S. Highway 90 in Fayette County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth 

Praha in the 1890's

Courtesy Institute of Texan Cultures, San Antonio, Texas 

1 pic  

NAME: Quincy or Little Quincy

COUNTY: Goliad and/or Bee

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: I am a descendant of the original land holder. Having never visited the county, I am unsure as to whether the remains are still there, or the property accessible.

There are probably some general tourist type things and historical places to visit. I am told this area is rich in history. I have been warned that descendants of the Moya family are not welcome in the area.

REMAINS: Unsure whether they are still there. 

 Juan and Augustin Moya's large hacienda on Blanco Creek became the John Quincy Ranch, which D.J. Swickhamer bought for subdivision in 1891. The Enterprise Land and Colonization Company, with N. King the vice president, started a new town before 1892. Bellesen, Halsell, Larson, Walker, South, Burt, Jackson, and Johnson families, mainly from Kansas, bought tracts in the area. A large business house, a post office, with King the postmaster, a drug store, with Dr. C.B. Palmer, and several commodious residences were reported. After many of the settlers moved away, the Bee County Irrigation Syndicate tried again to revive the little town. a service station, clubhouse, and store were built. The over 10,500 acres remained (as of 1958) in the hands of John J. O'Brien and son, John Morgan. The ranch hands saw stubbles in the pasture to show where the village once boomed. They called the old house blocks "Little Quincy. 

SUBMITTED BY: Michelle Keener 

---------------------------------------------

NAME: Quihi 

COUNTY: Medina 

ROADS: 2WD 

GRID: 5 

CLIMATE: Mild winter, hot summer 

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Late fall, early winter COMMENTS: Approx. 6 mi east of Hondo on FM2676.Bethlemhem Lutheran Church, Quihi Gun Club(monthly dances). About 20 residents. 

REMAINS: Many old ruins of rock houses 

 Established in March 1846 by 10 familes of German/French colonists brought to Texas by Emprasario Henri Castro. Families set out from Castroville and moved 10 miles to west to site at Quihi Lake. Attacked by indians shortly after settlement and several times thereafter. Site of first public free school in Medina County as well as German-English school. Population of community grew through latter part of 19th century but began to dwindle after 1900 as young people moved to other nearby towns and cities. Today only a few families remain in community surrounded by heavily settled farm land. Submitted by: Richard L. Burris  

---------------

NAME: Richland/Salt Branch

COUNTY: Bee, possibly Goliad

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Typically Texas

BEST TIME TO VISIT: Anytime. COMMENTS: This information was given to me by my grandmother. She had copied some pages out of an old book, but doesn't know the title or publisher. If anyone knows please tell me, as I would like to have a copy of the book myself..

REMAINS: Unknown. 

 Salt Branch was the first name of this community, because of its location on a creek of that name. Around 1870, C.H. Maley and John Weed brought their families here from Blanconia. Other early settlers were William Massengale, who later had a store in his home; Zak Ballard, Robert Custer, Charles Angermiller, John Curry, and John Stewart.

John Willborn opened a store. Craig Uzzel bought out Massengale. Many of the old settlers left. In 1940, the school and a Methodist Church were active. By 1958, both were memories. SUBMITTED BY: Michelle Keener.  

--------------

NAME: Tuleta

COUNTY: Bee

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Typically Texas.

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Anytime. COMMENTS: This town is still on the map, so likely it isn't a ghost town, but rather a very active small town. With the area rich in historical events, it is probably still worth a visit to see what they have out their way.

REMAINS: Probably. 

 A town was born in 1906 on the S.A.P. rails below Pettus. Norwegian Peter Unzicker bought a little over forty acres of the Chittim-Miller Ranch for a new town,

which he named for J.W. Chittim's daugher, Tuleta. Back in 1886, after the train whistled through, settlers began to increase in the area. William Rapp, O.L. Taylor, and several of the first citizens petitioned the commissioners for a depot. Charles Holderman was the first postmaster in 1909. The next year the Tuleta school district was created out of the old Sam Domingo one. Front page Beeville Bee, in 1911, showed: "Tuleta Has An Agricultural High School." Biggest boost to the town was the discovery of gas and oil in 1929. SUBMITTED BY: Michelle Keener.  

---------------

NAME: Zella

COUNTY: McMullen

ROADS: 2WD

GRID: 5

CLIMATE: Warm winter, hot summer

BEST TIME TO VISIT:Winter, spring, fall COMMENTS: Private Property.

REMAINS: The hotel. 

 Another land promotion that failed is the story of Zella. The promotional scheme was to sell thousands of acres of range land to farmers. Although some land was sold, the promoters lacked sufficient capital to construct the large irrigation system to bring water to the agricultural fields. This after having laid out the townsite covering several hundred acres consisting of 189 city blocks, after having built an imposing two-story hotel, a schoolhouse and a general store and post office signaled the death of Zella almost before it was born. It began in 1912 and ended with the drought in 1917. The current owners of the property now use the hotel as quarters for hunters during the deer season. Zella is at the west side of Texas Highway 97 about 8 miles north of Fowlerton in McMullen County. SUBMITTED BY: Henry Chenoweth  

